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LETTER 16g 


Dzar Laby. ——. 


OUR aunt's remark, men- 
tioned in my laſt, afforded 

me much ſatisfaction: But we 
muſt build our hope on a good 
foundation, or it will ſoon tum- 
ble into ruins. She Fears as well 
as HOPES. You are not to ima- 
gine I aim my ſhafts at LaTE 
Vol. II. B HOURS, 
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nouns, but with a view to break 
a link of the chain, that our fol- 
lies and iniquities may xor drag 
us into perdition. Convinced of 
the errors of our ways, let us 
exert our endeavours to mend 
them! What better advice can 
any one give? Drspalx is as 
dangerous in politics as reli- 
gion. We ſhould not attempt 
to begin our work at any vi- 
SIONARY point: And where, or 
how can we ſet off in a more 


rational, tender, and conſiſtent 


manner, than by inviting our 
fellow-creatures to REesT; that, 
giving the diſtemper of the brain 
A reſpite from the noiſe and 
flutter 


121 

flutter of MIDNIGHT AMUSEMENTS, 

the poor patient may have a 

chance of recovering his right 

mind? 
I delivered my thoughts thus: 

« We are to Hor for ſome change 


* 


for the better; but our ſituation, 
from appearances, will firſt grow 
worſe.— Sitting up late, at a BALL, 
or in an ASSEMBLY-room, public or 
private, deſtroying the regularhours 
of PRAYER, our offence againſt the 
great law of $soBRIETY becomes 
one of the chief inſtruments of 
our levity of mind, our turbulen- 
cy of temper, our decay of ſenti- 
ment in private life; and confuſion 
in our politics. I conſider this 

B 2 _ cuſtom 


141 
cuſtom as promoting prodigality 
and profligacy, deſtroying the line 
of diſtinction of the vx ruovs and 
the vicious, and deranging all good 
rules of domeſtic ceconomy — 
It hath a ſtrong affinity with 
SABBATH-BREAKING, among thoſe 
who to attain the means of their 
vicious gratifications, break the 
facred ſabbath of reſt in their 
neighbours? houſe. You will ſmile 
at the compariſon, but you muft 
have obſerved, that in both parts 
of life, whatever diſtinction may 
be made, MIDNIGHT entertain- 
ments, and neglect of the $aBBATH, 
have a great ſimilarity, in their 
ordinary effects on ſociety. Allow- 


ing 


WE: 


ing for the difference of rank and 
condition, human nature being 
the ſame in all, That which is of 
an evil tendency in one perſon, 
will prove the ſame in another ; 
though the ſame paſſion may ope- 
rate differently in different ſtations 
of life.” 

She ſaid, © Well, then, ſup- 
pole we ſhould bring the trial 
home to the heart, and examine 
a woman of diſtinction, who has 
treſpaſſed capitally; do you be- 
lieve it will be found, that ſhe 
began with $I1TTING UP LATE? 
That 1s done by many who are not 
diſtinguiſhed ſinners.” 

I anſwered, © If late hours are 
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dap hours, they prepare for nap 
actions, in the ſame manner as the 
thief will tell you he begun His 
FouL PLay by neglecting the sAB- 
BATH. Both paſſing the line of ſo- 
briety, the rule of moral rectitude 
1s forſaken—and at what point are 
we to ſtop ?” 

She replied, ſmiling, © You 
mean, that as the aDuLTREss robs 
her huſband, and conſigns herſelf 


to infamy, the Taree for his crime 


* 


is carried to the gallows ! 
I anſwered, © There are many 


offences tending to diſtreſs and 
miſery, beſides apuLTERY ! This 


crime, I hope, will never become 
ſo familiar in BRITALIx, as it is in 
ſome 


C74 

fome other countries, where the 
people ſuppoſe they can buy abſo- 
lution, or obtain it by pennance in 
the fleſh. You will allow that al- 
though the xxaMPLE of the EAT 
may be of the moſt pernicious: 
influence on ſociety, the poor 
thief ſeldom meets with the ſame 
quarter as, the perſon of rank, of. 
either ſex, offending in the fame 
degree.” 

I am now called to a buſineſs: 
which obliges me to break off: the 
firſt hour I can find, I will write to 
you again. You ſhall not loſe any 
part of my ſerious talk with La- 
dy profit by it as you may ! 
You. will ſee, at leaſt, how very. 
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fortunate and happy you are in 
your only ſurviving parent, and 
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how much I intereſt myſelf in your 
welfare. Ws 


I am, 
Dear Lady ——, 
Your very true friend 


* 


and ſervant, 


May 8, 1771. 
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LETTER X. 


Dear Labpy 


N the continuation of the diſ- 

courſe, your aunt and I were 
engaged in, I ſaid, © LaTz hours 
are neceſſary only when ſickneſs or 
urgent buſineſs require us to fit 
up at night. If we may walk 
over the ſame ground we have al- 
ready trod with a leſs circumſpec- 
tive eye, let us enumerate, with 
preciſion, the ſeveral effects of this 
EVIL 
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xv cusTOM. Were I, on the part 
of the commonwealth of theſe 
realms, to prefer a bill of indict- 
ment for a capital and dangerous 
nuiſance; and arraign certain thou- 
ſands of the Ton, I could ſafely 
ſubſcribe my name, and proffer 
my oath for the truth of the fol- 
lowing articles, entertaining no 
fear of being recriminated for a 
conſpiracy. I would arrange my 
matter in this order. 

I. That (MinnicaT entertain- 
ments lead to works of darkneſs, 
eſtabliſhing a habit in itſelf by no 
means DECOROUS. 

That they have a natural 
— to promote DISSIPATION, 
: which, 


4 


E 
Which, as experience proves, often 
terminates in diſſoluteneſs. 

3. That thoſe who have ix Fact 
moſt offended, have been general- 
ly betrayed at nocturnal amuſe- 
ments, among which MASQUERADES 
ſtand in the moſt eminent dif- 
tinction. 

4. That perſons who keep bad 
hours in their amuſements, are 
more affailable by BAp company, 
than others of a contrary habit. 

5. That ſuch as live in a habit 
of diſſipation, in regard to hours, 
are the more ſubject to be tempt- 
ed by THEIR OWN PASSIONS. 

6. That by this means they 
render themſelves leſs capable of 
| the 


( 12 J 
the ſober duties of life ; for, ſup- 
poſing them to be of an active 
genius, they muſt be employed in 
' EVIL, if they are not occupied in 
GOOD. | 
7. That the virtuous, in vir- 
tuous times, of both ſexes, and in 
every condition, have uniformly 
obſerved the practice of keeping 
GOOD HOURS. 
8. That there is a much 
ſtronger affinity between the vices 
of the GREAT and the vuLGAR, 
than is generally believed; and 
conſequently, that the cuſtom of 
late hours, and the hurry and con- 
fuſion of nocturnal amuſements, 
have furniſhed the moſt pernicious 
EXAMPLES 5 


1 

EXAMPLES; particularly to that 
part of our fellow- ſubjects moſt 
inclined to vice, and moſt eaſily 
tempted to commit THEFT for the 
ſupport of it; and that accord- 
ingly the land 1s over-run with 
thieves ! 

9. That as a negle& of the 
SABBATH, lays the foundation of 
rapine and murder, among one 
claſs of mankind; negle& of so- 
BER HOURS has led to Diss1PA- 
TION, which, in general, preys on 
the vitals of our morals, and ſaps 
the foundations of our govern- 
ment, 

10. That nocturnal amuſements 
creating a heavy article of ex- 

pence, 
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pence, nurabers of the higher 
claſſes of the people ſacrifice their 

honour, declining to. pay their 
lawful debts, that they may ſupply 
the means of fuch DissIPATION. 
11. That as an obſervance of 
the $ABBATH, would, to all human 
appearance; have ſecured the thief 
from the gallows; keeping ſober 
hours would as probably have pre- 
ſerved the lady from the LEVITI Is, 
EXTRAVAGANCIES, and CRIMES into 
which a contrary practice led her 
and dragged numbers of others.“ 
% Well,” fays ſhe, “ you ar- 
raign, judge, and condemn very 
methodically, as if nocTuRNAL 


AMUSEMENTS were a capital breach 
of 


E- 1 
bf all the laws of TRuz Soca 
INTERCOURSE, tending to the de- 
ſtruction of the moral conduct; 
and in mary inftances, of the 
honour, reputation, and cnasriTy 
of women.—I will now tell you, 
how far I am ready to be challen- 
ged as an evidence in this matter, 
to the beſt of my xNowLEDest and 
BELIEF. | 

1. I BELIE VE we may impute 
MANY of the evils we labour under 
in theſe days, to the cuſtom of 
NOCTURNAL amuſements. 

2. That the generality of wo- 
men of ſenſe and virtue, when- 
ever they give themſelves time to 
think ſeriouſly, are of opinion 
that 
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that gap A have. A pernicious 
wag; particularly on the minds 
N Aue "GENERATION 3, YOUNG 
MEN, STOWIng DISSOLUTE, : as young 
women grow DISSIPATED ; each 
diſqualifying for the happinels 
heayen intended them in. the ma- 
trimonial « contract, playing them. 
felyes into a fooliſh deſi re of 9 
Kür totally incompatible wit 
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the fanAtiry, of ſuch a N en 


gagement. IG 300 ; F od e nh 95 
3. r hat retiring, to REST, in 
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regular time, 5 according to the 
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4. That ſuch retreat to reſt is 
indiſpenſably neceſſary, to all ſuch 
as deſire to paſs their lives free 
from every kind of 1NTEMPERATE 
indulgence in the purſuit of Auusx- 
MENT, | | 
5. That as attending the wor- 
ſhip of God conſtantly on the sAR- 
BATH-DAY, as ordained by the 
laws and cuſtoms of our country, 
in conformity to the precepts of 
our religion, is one proof of the 
homage of the heart to God; 
ſo our attending NOCTURNAL a- 
muſements, 1s a preſumptive evi- 
dence of a diſſipated mind, which 
wounds religion and ſound pos 
lirics, | 

Vor. II. C 


6. That 


8 


i # 3 

6. That thoſe who 89 on in 
5 ways of their own hearts, 
and the paths of pzss1PaTION, are 
ſharpening a dagger, as if intend- 


eckt to be plunged into the breaſt of 


their common parent. | 
7. That if they will not open 
their eyes to sR their extravagant 
folly, or fooliſh extravagancies, 
they will ſoon have cauſe to FEEL 
1 | 4 | 998 
That if fuch doctrine as ; you 
* does not convince thoſe 
who proſeſs to follow the rox, it 
will at leaſt ſtartle and confound 
ther, —or render them CONTBMP> 
SIBLE... 
80 far, my dear Sir, you 21 we 
** ä harmonize 


WM. > 
harmonize in evidence, and ſhall 
appear in court with eagDIT.” 

J anfwered, © I think, Madam, 
you inveſtigate the ſubje& with. 
great accuracy, and. as little ten- 
derneſs to the ron. Tou are 
ſenſible that our doctrine, how- 
ever clearly propounded,. will not 
ſtrike every: one in the ſame point 
of view, people of the row have 
ing to contend with radical pre- 
judices. 

There is a great affinity in the 
follies and immoralities of the 
ſeveral claſſes. of the people, fo, 
morat turpitude and impiety being 
totally independent of every con- 


ſideration of rank and condition. 
C 2 We 
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We way aſcribe the deplorable de- 
cay of principle among the lower 
elaſſez, to the cuſtoms and prac- 
tices of the higher. I do not con- 
fine Sahbath- breaking to the poor | 
rogue who is hanged; but conſider 
the. pernicious conſequences of | de- 
viating from the practice of thoſe 
times, when it was the cuſtom, of 
the ſuperior claſſes td attend the 
public worſhip Twice on a Sunday. 
Amongſt an active and enter- 
prizing people, EyzRy, departure 
from ſober diſcipline, wounds their 
national character, and verges to 
miſery. I hear perſons of condi- 
tion talk of their own ruin, creat-/ 
ed by their extreme folly ; yet ap- 
pearing 


I. 22: J 

pearing as if they were not in the 
leaſt degtee AsHAukD. Thus 
we wear off a ſenſe of coop 
and EVIL, and confound diſtinc- 
tions! And what is the conſe- 
quence ? From playing with our 
PERDITION, in point of fortune, 
many of us learn to make a ur- 
GAME of TRUTH, HONOUR; and 
enasrrry ;—and what will be the 
wp thereof? - 7 101 110001 Sy 
"Here WIG off our diſcourſe. 
Loxp - came in; you know he 
is ſo entirely in the rox, he would 
Have" burſt into laughter to have 
heard two venerable perſonages mo- 
ralize. He would have PosITIVE- 
xr PROTESTED, that we were both 
7 % Hl 3 deurned 
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lordſhip, however 
ſeveral reſpects, was 


of the times. Your 
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Dran Lavy | 
N -purſuing our — x 1 
think,” ſaid Lady ——, © you 
and I have made up — 
in regard to NOCTURNAL diver- 
ſion, as if we were determined to 
make no peace on any other con- 
dition, than that mipxicauT ſhall be 
the bourn and utmoſt limit of it. 
But when we ſhall have aflued our 
ſovereign mandate, with relation 
co . part of our ſalutary code, 
in C 4 What 
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what ſhalbwe do with many other 
ing at CARDS on the saBBATR: 
Several of my acquaintance, Who 
in their youthful days would not 
ſor the world have touched a card 
on a Sunday; now play without 
ieſerve, What is your opinion 
of this practice??? 
IJ anſwered, I remember when 
the ſabbath- day was held in ſuch 
diſtinguiſned reverence, the ſober 
part of every claſs of the people, 
the aſternoon or evening, as well 
as the morning. But the repro- 
bate faſhion of Lark yours; has 
throwu down That diſtinction, and 
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introduced a different mode: The 
nobility, with ſome few excep- 
tions, and much the greater 
number of the gentlemen, and 
even the trading part of this 
kingdom, pins at the hour when 
they ſnould he at cuvrecn” This 
practice, with regard to the highs 
er claſſes, correſponds” with the 
neglect of the ſacrament of our 
Lord's ſupper among the com- 
mon people, both conſpiring to 
wound their religious duty. With 
the oxraT vulgar it is an effect 
of 1NDOLENCEE and volbp ro- 
'OUSNESS/;' with the ' LITTLE, a 
melancholy proof of rowRANOR 
and 2 In the degree chat 
Doe bo rn public 


9328 


© — 
a* Py 


EY 20 
4 


of — — 
» 


— —— — 


. — 


. 
45 
z 1 
of » 
7h 4 
1 ' 
[ 
of = 
11 
0 *& N 
14 
+ 7 
? | 
. 
4 T 
: 
1 $1 
[ . 
7 i 
h TK 
f . 
— 11 TH 
. x 
- 
4 - : 
* «+ 
= 
: L o 
[4 
\ L 
4 
i 
1 0 ; 
1 
: 
. 
* + 
. » | 
k 
mm [7 
% 5 t 
1 ö | 
14 
N * 
x "I 
EF 
L ' } 
©: + 
| _—_ : 
q p 
S- 
1 
+ . 
4 % 2 
5 & « 
: 1 
4 N 
Þ - 
- + 
= - 
1 
1 [31 
= 
\ 
3 . 
1 
9 11 
ö ITT 
N 1 
4 
333 
| 0] 
4 LS 
* 
ol 1 
- 8 
4 . = 
1 v4 
| . 
. N . 
o 4 
+ : j 
\ 5 'T 
0 4 
| 31 
I #3 
| 48 
4 19 . * 
„ 4 * 
1 5 
* 
7 - 
: \ 


6 ] 
public worſhip is neglected, re- 
ligion loſes her influence: and: 
thoſe ' who. will not REMEMBER” 
CHRIST in the manner he hath 
commanded, do, in this. inſtance, 
live in REBELLION againſt 41M 
who was ſent from heaven as a 
teacher, and a lawgiver, the 32 
cop of the incomprehenſible 
TRINITY, cop bleſſed for ever 
Even againſt him do they x- 
voller! And why do they fo? The 
in PRAYER; in recommending 
SALUTARY' PRECEPTS; in think» 
ing of TMMORTALITY ; ; with. the 
life and energy of religion, is 


e in vain purſuits. 
Obedience 


U 1 

Obedience to the high be- 
heſt of the Saviour of the world, 
with reſpect to his laſt ſupper, 
is very LITTLE regarded. No 
pains are taken, in private fami- 
lies, to give domeſtics right no- 
tions of a duty ſo eſſential to the 
exiſtence of carIsTIANITY.. Doth 
not this reflect great diſgrace on 
our times? Is it not by ſuch Ex- 
TREME negligence the word pRix- 
'CIPLE”'1s become hardly intelligi- 
ble amongſt great numbers of the 
people? 

She anſwered; ; What you * 
af aur Lord's * is TRUE: 
at cards AS an INDIFFERENT: abies, 

. the 
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che example, ſo far as it extends, 
influences the manners of the com- 
mon people; and they break other 
commandments with the leſs fear. 
Whatever operates onTHE!R minds, 
35 a violation of the fabbath-day; 
muſtever be of the moſt;pernicious 
tendeney / 
I tephitd, „I agree with your 
ladyſniip with my whole heart. 
But people of the row are ſo 
16NORKANT; or fo cor in religious 
concerns, they do notzcanſider; that 
offending a weak brother is con- 
tary to the fundamental - princi- 
ples of cHRISTIAMrrr. Some of 
our acquaintance play without the 
leaſt reſerve; others affect a de- 
2 gree 


1 29 ] 
gree of ſecrecy. -* Some give as. a 


reaſon ' for playing, that it is the 
_ cuſtom of other CHRISTIAN: coung 
tries, where, after the public wor- 
ſhip of the morning is performed, 
the people devote the day to 
amuſement: This is true: but it is 
chiefly among the pAPIs TS; and I 
believe not common to all of them. 
The mind ſhould be relieved: from 
labour, and the heart rejoice in 
the ſanctity of the days remem- 
bering, at the ſame time, that 
it is commanded to be kept 
HOLY ; and unleſs we determine 
what is meant by nov, we ſhall 
not come | to a right bande 


1 
— 


She 
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” She anfwered, © Our Sunckry 
card. players do not mean to turn 
PAPISTS, therefore the example of 
people of that perfuaſion, cannot 
be admitted as a juſtification : : the 
plea is too flimſy ! Pre, r r- 
viry, or a real want of ſentiment, 
or a blind compliance with a 
faſhion, ſuppoſed to be anovE the 
level of common people, occa- 
fions this miſchief. It doth not 
ſpring from BRITISH foil, nor is it 
productive of any coop rkurr. 
When it introduces GAMING, as 
is frequently the caſe, the evil is 
aggravated beyond al bearing!“ 

T replied, © Let the cuſtom be 
what it may in itſelf, when it 
- makes 


1 1 


makes any impreſſion, offenſive to 
the ſimple and honeſt-hearted, it 
becomes criminal. This practice, 
comprehended in a long catalogue 
of other offences, proves that our 
modern faſhions are better calcu- 
lated to encreaſe vice than dimi- 
niſh it; and conſequently more 
productive of MISERY than HAPPI» 
NESS. In every inſtance where we 
loſe ſight of the purity and ſimpli- 
city of our manners, our reve- 
rence for religion will decreaſe : 

and if we throw off our depen- 
dence on the great Governor of 
the world, in ſo great a degree, we 
ſhall have reaſon. to fear his ven- 
geance!”* .. -% 
She 


9 > * 


E 

She ſaid, I think this is ſelf- 
eyident. If I remember right, 
you alſo complain of our DxEss; - 
as one of the cauſes of our im- 
moralities. This comprehends 
the WHOLE SEX, every chamber- 
maid being ſo bedizened, ſhe. 
might have paſſed for a lady of 
quality thirty or forty years ſince. 
What are your . on * : 
ſubject? | 1:74 i944.) 1 9% 

I anſwered, Our dxtss bose 
us to BE RICH, but not that we are 
wiſe in proportion to REAL wealth. 
We dreſs according to property, 
but our property vaſtly exceeding 
our riches; we forſake the whole- 


. rules for the ceconomy' of a 
<2 well 


[ F 33 13 
well-diſciplined. ſtate. Where af - 
fluence is comparatively great, 
EXPENCE muſt have its bounds, 
or ruin will enſue: So when diſtinc- 
tions loſe their power, diſorder will 
follow. All ages have been vain, 
and a wiſe, man hath told us, A. 
1s: YANITY;] But all ages have not 
been equally fantaſtical and ro 
1s HννAt this enlightened period, 
we might ſafely enjoy taſte and 
eleganey: and for the reaſon we 
ARE enlightened, and ſee *600D 
from.zy4L; ve ſhould not be thus 
inglined to fuer, and wad 
eXPences 7 v9 wo 141 

Horrible as it is in — eyes 
of decencys: ſome women, acting 
Vox. II. D in 


L * ] 
la other reſpe&s modeſtly, paryr 
their faces; as a part of their dreſs ! 
In general you torture the hair of 
2 your heads; till it ſtands ax exp, ri- 
fing'vp againſt xaTuzz; for by the 
Zaws of gravitation it ſhould fall. 
Do what pleaſes your fancies, 
and BEAUTIFY nature all you can, 
dut do not deform her. There 
are many mſtances in which it is 
moſt evident, God never made 
his works for man to mend.“ 
The effect of modeſt decoration, 
with a due regard to nature, is 
certainly very pleaſing; but a 
profuſe, arrangement of ſo many 
flimſy... manufactures, renders the 
head - dreſs three or four times 
(L bigger 


191 
bigger than the head. This is a 
groſs departure from all the rules 
of Ax r and NATURE : It has no 
affinity with any thing human, 
nor with bird, beaſt,” nor creeping 
thing. -don 

"Faſhions change, and with 8 
opinions ! But I am to unfortunate 
as to remember, when no woman 
could appear in a dreſs ſimilar 
to the preſent mode, without 
being taken for a harlot. It is 
too redundant, too laboured, too 
expenſive! 

There is ſomething in the bleme 
whether taken from the os rien, 
or any other of the feathered crea- 
80 which for the youthful part 
29 D 2 of 
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of women, among the affluent; 
may be conſidered as elegant. 
Let it be confined to a- proper 
magnitude, and it is one of the 
moſt beautiful ornaments of which 
mw can deſpoil nature. 

The ſame may be ſaid of precious 
Göde 0d flowers, or imitations of 
them and according to the degree 
of the Vanity, and the furniture of 
the purſe, the uſe of theſe will- * 
or falR'- 
A italy attire mould be: a- 
voided by women of virtue, whoſe 
moſt charming attributes are hu- 
may and ſimplicity ! n 201169 

She anſwered, > Your! cannot 


mean that * of "diſtinction, 


ow however 


( 7 | 
however humble, ſhould. dreſs as 
meanly as inferior perſons. In all 
countries, dreſs conſtitutes an eſſen- 
tial part of rank and condition.” 
I replied, “J complain that 
diſtinctions are trodden down. The 
proper dreſs of people of rank and 
affluence, is generally ſuppoted to 
be rich and coſtly ; but not gaudy, 
to attract the eye with flutter and 
parade. 

I reckon it as one of the miſ- 
fortunes of our time, that nun- 
1ITY in dreſs is not regarded: 
ſo much time is sPENT in pre- 
paring it, and putting it on; par- 
ticularly in decorating the head; 
with ſo much complacency taken 
"BY 23 1 


NI 
in it; and ſo many hours was ED 
to ſhew it in; the dignity of female 
manners is wounded ; and oſtenta- 
tious levity eſtabliſhed as a Law! 
\ Theſe irregularities make up 
2 great portion of the rox; and 
what is the conſequence ? To- day 
paſſes in the dull repetition of the 
trifling enjoyments of YESTERDAY : 
-and, fatigued with elaborate dreſs, 
27 LATE HOURS, nature revolts, 
and our women, ſinning againſt the 
underſtanding and the heart, be- 
come ' CHILDISH, and 6fxentimmts 

IRRELIGIOUS | 32 . 
IE Stop, my dear S- ſaid La- 
1 3 — — "ſmiling, „ you forget 
Pour. Mrzer * the ſex! I grant 
E that 


Lg] 
that dreſs and late hours have ſome 
affinity: But as it is the faſhion 
to go late to reſt, we cannot riſe 
early; and many there are, who 
if they were to riſe, would be of 
as little uſe to mankind as if 
they were Arp. 

Madam, ſaid I, © they who 
follow the Tow. cloſe, dance, .and 
play, and ſleep away their time; 
but this is the misfortune of which 
TI complain. Might one not, in 
pure compaſſion, expoſtulate with 
ſuch a perſon, in theſe terms? | 

« Art thou endowed with the 
gifts of fortune, inſtruction, and 
health, and knoweſt ſo little 
3 «what to do with them, that 
D 4 thou 


1 
thou ſlumbereſt over thy in- 
« digeſted thoughts in a lazy 
© indifference. to virtue? Do'ſt 
« thou think that Providence has 
« affigned thee no. rAsk? Thou 
« | haſt not yet learnt how to L1ve, 
cc e nor how, to DiE The 8AVIQUR 
« of mankind went about ouxG 
good, and . commanded: thee to 
« follow. his gxampLE. If thou 
Fart a (CHRISTIAN, follow him! 
40 It is not in thy nature, but that 
5 thou muſt be doing Go or 
© EVN. Thou haſt acquired a 
c haſt forgotten thy duties; and 
loſt the deſire of advancing the 


« tures, 


© 
e 


S313 | 
* tures, and the knowledge how 
«to promote thine own! The 
« brilliancy of the human cha- 
« rafter is ſullied in thy boſom ! 
*The divine ſpark of goodneſs 
« js in danger of being extin- 
c guiſhed] Rouze from thy mo- 
ral lethargy! Conſider what thou 
AR, or rather what thou An Nor 
AO !-* Confider What duties 
*« thou oweſt to thy God, "thyſelf, 
« and thy neighbour.— Do theſe 
require no vigilance, no atten- 
« tion? Look round thee! furvey 
«the world! Whether in Town 
or COUNTRY, count thine — 
and coniſider how they paſs . In 
«; regard co thoſe which ate ſpent 


2911] © on 
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con thy pillow, beyond the call 
« of nature, thou mighteſt as well 
ce be DEAD; and if the active part 
« of thy life is a ſcene of UNPRO- 
© FITABLE or SINFUL- purſuits, 
* were it not better thou ſhouldſt 
* have no life? Wouldſt thou be 
< friendly to thine own ſoul, ſtart 
from thy downy bed with RIS“ 
e TIAN COURAGE,.and go about 
4 h GOOD? BEGIN, and thou 
* wilt find the faculty encreaſe 
« with the enjoyment) Think. 
good I — labour for coop—and 
% O0 ITSELF will court thy 
«friendſhip! Be indolent and 
te thoughtleſs how to render thy- 
D* eil acceptable to thy maker, 

6c and 
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© and EVIL will court thee con- 
ce tinually ; till at length thou 
* yieldeſt thyſelf up in allegiance 
«to the prince of this world, al- 
« ways ready to enliſt the idle! 
* Conſider what are all the ad- 
<« vantages, commonly fo called, 
“ which this world provides for 
te the moſt fortunate, compared 
c with the happineſs thou ſhouldit 
«< have conſtantly ' in view: joys. 
<« of which the heart of man can- 
©: not form an adequate idea. In 
« purſuit of 8UCH PLEASURES thou 
« wilt avoid the danger of pain 
even of eternal miſery ! Think 
*.of the rewards of a virtuous 
0 life, even if it ſhould be attend- 
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preſent. Vour expoſtulation is 


[ 4] 
ec ed with the poverty and af- 
re fliction, which are often the 
cc Jot of the virtuous! Some are 
4 under the contempt of the 
<-world; but their minds being 
6 right with God, they flouriſnh 
like the fruitful vine, whoſe 


_ «© juices rejoice the heart of man !” 


Sher anſwered, „If we look 
back into hiſtory, we ſhall find 
that men of the greateſt charac- 
ters, who have lived too much en- 
gaged in the buſineſs of the world, 
as well as thoſe who were devoted 
to the pleaſures of it, when they 
took their FINAL LEAvxE of it, have 
ſeen things in the view you re- 


very 


4 
very apt, and fit, for wanderers 
not IRRECOVERABLY loſt: It 
might blow up the unextinguiſh- 
ed ſpark of reflexion, till it burnt 
into a flame, to enlighten their 
minds, and direct their ſteps, ſo 
ptone to ſtray— But how is a 
paſſion for oxkss, the cauſe of riſ- 
ing late? Do we not ſhew_ our- 
ſelves with as much complacency 
by bar, as by xIOHr?““ 8 
I replied, No, Madam: 1 beg 
whim! pardon: women, thinking 
they appear beſt by candle- light, 
and the: love of admiration being 
the ſtrongeſt paſſion in the female 
breaſt, it is à potent xeaſon, 
among others, for our madern 


2 LATE 


1 
LATE Hours: and this J appre- 
hend imperceptibly leads many 
into this faſhion, not conſidering 
that all their admirers will be | 
quickly gone, and their chief | 
mourner want another for himſelf! 
This is an idea foreign to the row! 
reaſon from what I ſee : oxxsS 
and LATE Hours are in a conſpi- 
racy againſt you. Many there are 
who cannot make a snHOW of their 
perſons by day, enough to gra- 
tify their vanity; and therefore | 
avail themſelves of the wignr, 
though they muſt ' be” ſenſible the 
more they practiſe in theſe noc 
turnal appearances, the ſwifter 

beauty decays; It is'# ſecret they 
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will not attend to; that the o ACS 
ſhun the night, as wirenrs court 
it!“ 5 

A pauſe enſued— At length ſhe 
replied “ What you ſay carries 
with it a pungent ſatire, but J 
know your reſentments riſe from 
your zeal for our honour, and 
your concern for the intereſt of the 
female world. What our way of 
living will end in, is hard to de- 
termine! The whole maſs is ſo 
Jeavened with folly; more than 
moral, or religious expoſtulation is 
neceſſary. We muſt FEEL the effects 
before we mend our manners!“ 

I anſwered, Perhaps it may be 
ſo: but let us, on your own 
ground 


1 48 ] 

ground of nor, look for az. 
FORMATION. Let us fear God, 
left the arm of fleſh ſhould prove 
the inſtrument of our chaſtiſe- 
ment. Cowards have fought, and 
cowards, by a compelled valour, 
have conquered: But the TRULY 
BRAVE are ſtrangers to any fear; 
but THE FEAR OF G0D! This is 
the ſpirit which ſhould predomi- 
nate in the breaſt of male and 
female. If as individuals or a 
nation, we are puniſhed with any 
ſeverity, I ſhall not conſider it but 
as a conſequence of ſuffering this 

ſpirit to languiſh and decay !” 
She ſaid, © I apprehend, that 
SOBRIETY is as eſſential to true 
bravery 
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bravery, 48 to good gove ve 
How far” affluence militares a 
gainſt it I Know not, bur 1 * 
prehend we are not ſo ri 
you imagine. I am fore a 1 
the inllabitants on my land are 
drained off, as in the laſt War, 
my eſtate will decreaſe in va- 
lve . 'Your objections carry with 
them a reaſonable and religious 
reſpect for your country: and if 
the world were diſpoſed to hear 
reaſon, your doctrine might be 
productive of the happineſs you 
ſo anxiouſly wiſh for.” | 

N — has 8. am glad you 
"4 think 


113.4 917 
rnment. 
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think ſo well of it; but I ſay, we 
MUST hear REASON, or feel the 
ROD, It is not merely the late 
hours, nor the dreſs, with which 
my heart labours: it is how to 
break a link of the chain of diſ- 
ſipation; and in what manner can 
we more rationally and effectual- 
ly begin, than by inviting people 
to REST; that, giving the DISTEM= 
+ PER OF THEIR BRAIN a reſpite from 
the noiſe and flutter of nocTuRNnaL 
amuſement, the patient may have 
a fair chance of recovery to a 
right mind? Intemperate pur- 
Juits: of pleaſure, and frantic 
diſſipation, deſtroy mopzsTY, and 
are extremely pernicious to a ſtate. 

a They 
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They render the people impatient 
of diſcipline and civil order, 
and conſequently uncontrollable 
with reſpect to moral government, 
threatening ANARCHY and CON- 
FUSION !” a 

She anſwered, Of this I am 
truly ſenſible : But ſtill I RopE: 
I guard my heart againſt deſpair. 
Were you MEN to ceaſe being 
dupes to the malignant influence 
of a- frantic practice, called THE 
BEING IN OPPOSITION; that is, 
according to modern accepta- 
tion, being INDISCRIMINATELY re- 
pugnant to the ruling power, in 
whatever hands it may be, our Li- 


BERTY may ſtand; otherwiſe our 


E 2 government 


bu! 
government muſt foon become ar- 
bitrary, as an expedient to prevent 
anirchy. = 
If you allow nzws-PaPERs to 


 difleminate rebellion, defamation, 


and various kinds of immorality. 
If you devote yourſelves to the 


Horrors of a GAMING-TABLE, in 


Tpite of the dreadful conſequences 
which you daily fee attend it. 

If, in defiance of divine laws, you 
Prefer coxcugix AGE, and ptomiſ- 


cuous commerce, to the ſober joys 


* 


* 


of connubial love. 

If ſuch iniquities paſs with im- 
punity, the coldneſs of women 
with reſpect to pious or domeſtic 
duties; their wantonneſs in regard 
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to LATE HOURS; their vanity in 
dreſs and diſſipation ; though aza- 
vr EVILS, they kick up the ba- 
lance: when compared with MEN, 
are not THEY accountable for the 
bad conſequences ? 

If ſuch a manner of living, as 
now ſo generally prevails, brings 
deſtruction on our POOR COUNTRY, 
the fault will be yours, in the firſt 
inſtance, and higheſt degree 

Women may ſhare in the guilt, 
and muſt partake of the puniſh- 
ment; but the MEx will be MosT 
IN FAULT | | 


If the conteſt were, which of the 


ſexes ſhould govern, the founda- 
tion of oRDBER would be under 
E 3 mined, 
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mined, and the decrees of heaven 
violated. But if fathers and huſ- 
bands, in their reſpective ſtations, 
ceaſe to diſcharge their duties, 
confuſion in domeſtic life will 
enſue. Neither the magiſtrate, nor 
ſenator, nor miniſter of ſtate, nor 
even the SOVEREIGN, Will be lon- 
ger able to maintain the public 
peace and happineſs, on princi- 
ples of freedom. They will find 
themſelves involved in ſuch inex- 
tricable difficulties, to prevent a- 


narchy, LIBERTY will reſign the 


enſigns of her dominion, and free- 
dom fink into deſpair ! | 


* Crzrcy and Laity muſt be 


* 


more obſtinately true to them- 
4 I ſelves, 


t 8 1 


ſelves, or the public cannot be 
preſerved. In the ſame degree 
that we gratify our pride and im- 
patience of diſcipline, with want of 
FAITH in A life to come, and of 
common ſenſe in regard to the 
preſent life, we prepare the way, 
not for our TEMPORAL declenſion 
only, as a great ſtate ; but alſo for 
our deſtruction in the regions of 
IMMORTALITY !” 

I heard her ladyſhip with the 
greateſt attention : ſhe ſpoke with 
uncommon energy: as her heart 
hung upon her tongue, it ſeemed 
alſo to dart from her eyes. 

I ſaid, © Madam, I revere your 
ſentiments; they harmonize with 
R my 
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my own. I join in the accuſa- 
tion, knowing too well the guilt 
of many, inſomuch that I can- 
not forbear ſaying, O virTut |— 
O ur counTxy !—lIt is not that I 
think the glory of a nation con- 
fiſts in extent of dominion, how- 
ever this may flatter the pride of 
individuals, but $sELF-PRESERVA- 


Flor calls on us to defend the na- 


tional rights; and it is not in hu- 
man nature to o them up: we 
muſt ftruggle for the preſervation 
of property. 

Whatever the event may be, if 
it renders us more ſerious and RR- 


L1C10vs, it will, I believe, render 


us the more happy ! 
5 EY [ have 


* 


\ i 1 


I have the ſame object at heart, bot 
in regard to PUBLIC LOVE, and PRI- 4 
VATE FELICITY; and one of the | 
higheſt efforts of my ambition is 
to promote both, and conſequent- 
ly to do every thing that may 
tend to ſecure the happineſs of my 
FELLOW SUBJECTS.” 

Here we broke off, My next 
may probably contain the con- 
cluſion of our conference.—lI know 
you will eſteem the peTAIL more 
intereſting than the LITTLE TALK 
of the rox, or the political de- 
bates in which the public are now 
ſo deeply engaged. 

I am anxious to hear if my dear 
— mends in her health; and 

hoping 


.. —— r= 
— 2 * 1 * 


SO 
hoping that you enjoy every com- 
fort and rational pleaſure, your 
heart can wiſh, 
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2 
I am, 


with the greateſt truth, 
| Dear Lady SF 


Your ſincere friend and ſervant, 


May 13, 1771. 
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LETTER x 


Dear Lapy . 


1 Can now wind up my narra- 
tive. The perverſeneſs of hu- 
man nature often leads us to find 
out the faults of our acquaintance, 
rather than their perfections; and 
if we are not in humour with our- 
ſelves, we are apt to be diſpleaſed 
with other people. I therefore think 
it a happineſs whenever I hear 
friends debating, and ſee them part 
on as good terms as they met. 
Aare After 
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After the $ER1ous harangue 
mentioned in my laſt, Lady 
was penſive for ſome minutes, as 
if her mind laboured with thoughts 
ſhe did not chuſe to. communi- 
cate; I therefore made my Bow. 

She then ſaid, © Pray | ſtay, Sir 
——- We naturally receive more 
pleaſure and advantage from the 
converſation of an intelligent 
FRIEND, Who wears his heart in 
its right place, than from nooks, 
even when theſe are well written, 
You have favoured me with your 
ſentiments on many intereſting 
points relating to the cuſtoms of 
theſe days, particularly in my 


rank of life, I have fometimes 


talked, 


* 


FTT 
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1 
ralked, as if I meant to de- 
fend our preſent faſhions; but I 
am ſo much aſhamed and ſick of 
them, I have for ſome weeks paſt 
ruminated how I might moſt de- 
cently detach myſelf from this 
filly world I need not tell you 
that the firſt object is to contem- 
plate the true end of our Being ; 


the next how to n ir. K 2 


were not for the ſake of the 


dear girls whom my noble, ex- 
cellent, and much-loved brother 
left to my charge, I might be 


induced to retire from a ſcene, 


in which I do not perceive I can 


"GAIN any thing.—You complain 
that e of Fa$SHION are be- 


come 
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come moſt exceedingly careleſs in 
their conduct, with relation to 
this world, and ſtill more with 
reſpect to That which is to come! 
J believe this is true: and what 
can learn of THe ? or what wILL 
they condeſcend to learn of uE? 

To talk of szLr-DENIAL, and 
not practiſe it, is an offence !—I 
behold my days ebbing out in a 
rapid manner, being already turn- 
ed of riFTyY, and the only ſurvivor 
of ſix brothers and ſiſters. J am 
young for my years; but with re- 


gard to our modern purſuits of 


AMUSEMENT, I ſay I am aſhamed ! 
Would it be right to reTiIRE, 
with a view to ſecure myſelf a- 
gainſt 


a 


* 


1 6g 3 
gainſt the fooliſh and intemperate 
rage for pleaſure, now ſo much in 
faſhion ?” 

I anſwered, © Mapam, you 
have always done me great honour, 
and now I preſume you mean 
I ſhould tell you my thoughts 
without reſerve. 

PHILOSOPHERS repreſent SELP- 
DENIAL as a PLEASURE : but 1 do 
not perceive that any advocates 
for the prevailing faſhions, adopt 
That principle, or try the experi- 
ment. SELF-DENIAL comprehends 
an exalted love of viRTut: the 
faſhion conſiſts in an unreſtrained 
love of PLEASURE. No mortal 
can paſs through life without ſome 
degree 
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{ 64 ] | 
degree of $ELr-DENTAL ; but fo 
far as FaSHron guides us, we STI- 
MULATE our paſſions, rather than 
reſtrain them. 

Though the conqueſt of fooliſh 
or evil habits is the moſt glorious 
kind of victory, and beft deſerves 
a TRIUMPH, I fear there are but 
FEW Who aſpire at it !—Some of 
our purſuits are puerile; ſome vo- 
luptuous; and many are the 
effects of vanity, or the ambition 
of applauſe. Theſe in all ages 
have prevailed, though not in the 

Diſtinctions amongſt us are 
confounded ; and from a habit of 
daring to SAY any thing, we dare 
: vo 


* 


wy is 


Do many things which are very 
highly offenſive to candour and 
£OMMON SENSE, as well as RELI- 
G1ON | h 

Evil EXAMPLES operate in ſuch 
a manner, that priſons and the 
gallows are not ſufficient to keep 
the vulgar in fuch awe as is neceſ- 
fary to our peace and happineſs. 

You behold the want of cha- 
racter in HIGH LIFE: you mourn 
that a ſenſe of dignity is worn off 
by falſe refinements, and the PAR- 
TY SPIRIT Which LIBERTY not 
underſtood, and LIBERTINISM, are 
apt to cheriſh, Miszrxy of this 
kind is become a PASTIME ; and 
though dangerous, even as play- 


Vor. II. F ing 
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1 66 ] 
ing at foot- ball on the verge of a 
precipice, it has been for many 
years paſt Iv FasHion, though we 
appear to be ignorant of our 
ſituation, We ſee how obſtinate 
| habits grow. The Ethiopian can- 
not change his ſkin, nor the 
leopard his ſpots : but ſtill I am 
willing to think there is a large 
portion of virtue, underſtanding, 
experience, native bravery, and 
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| piety, remaining amongſt us, to 
911 . 

11 ſerve, in ſome degree, as a coun- 
1. terpoiſe to our follies and iniqui- 


ties. What the event of the 
fooliſh, or wicked part will be, is 
known only to heaven ; but it 1s 
our duty to repent and amend. 

N | You 
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You quote the poet for, norz 
as the Lover's ſtaff;” I flatter 
myſelf we have a ſtronger than 
that to lean upon; but if all ſuch 
as your LADYSHIP were to re- 
treat, and leave us, to ftand or 
fall, our condition could not be 
mended ! Convinced, as you are, of 
the pernicious effects of our REIGN= 
ING FASHIONS, you may do well 
to ſtand aloof, giving yourſelf 
ſuch laws as your reaſon dictates, 
and your religion demands : your 
example will then become of great 
value, The time may not be re- 
mote, in which our country will 
feel a ſcourge; perhaps it will 
open our eyes, and heaven, in 
F 2 mercy 
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mercy to us, will teach us to 
REPENT | 

You are ſenſible that the pro- 
vince of FORTITUDE is to reſiſt, 
as it is the property of vxrux to 
REJECT all the BRIBES the SENSES 
can offer; and all the pretences 
the imagination can ſuggeſt, for . 
violating the dictates of reaſon, 
and the precepts of religion. To 
OVERCOME the world is the duty 
of a CHRISTIAN ; but not to FLY 
from it. Indeed in one ſenſe we 
muſt ſubdue 1T, or it will ſubdue 
US. : 

If you are not contented with 
That which you May enjoy, while 


in the world, peace of mind, re- 
a ſignation 
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[ 69 ] "8 
fignation to the mortality which 7 
perpetually awaits you, and the 
hopes of the glories of immortal 
joys, in the regions beyond the 
grave, which are preſented to you, 
your friends may ſuſpect that your 
reaſon is impaired.” 

She replied, © In the degree 
that your deſcription 1s a true 
picture of the times; the mo- 
tives to retreat ſeem to gather 
ſtrength. So far as the mind can 
be rendered invulnerable, by re- 
ſiſting the importunity of the 
paſſions, we may enjoy the peace 
of mind and happineſs you ſpeak 
of: But this makes life a labo- 
Tious WARFARE; and therefore 
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it may be ſafeſt To ME to leave 


the field. What my acquaintance 
may think of me, is of little weight 
in the ſcale.“ | 

To this I anſwered, © As chRIS“E 
TIANS We are in a ſtate of war- 
FARE. We may court our EASE, 


but not at the expence -of our 
duties. Conſider, Madam, that 


at every period of life we carry 


our paſſions and infirmities about 


us, We ſee that many live Rz- 
TIRED Without being virtuous ; 
and though in great ſocieties there 
is moſt danger of the contagion of 
vice or folly, the greateſt HEROkESõ, 


PHILOSOPHERS, and CHRISTIANS, 


have acted their parts chiefly in 
great 


* 

great cities. If we are not watch- 
ful, and guard the avenues to the 
heart, untoward paſſions will purſue 
us. I am perſuaded your ladyſhip 
is capable of gaining ſuch an aſcen- 
dency over yourſelf, as will enable 
you to enjoy a conſtant compoſure 
of mind, and a ſolid delight in 
your own company : and this being 
done rx the world, you may enjoy 
the additional advantage of letting 
your light ſhine before men, as 
required by CHRISTIANITY !” 

She replied, © It is eaſy to ſay 
we deſpiſe FoLLY and hate vice, 
but it is difficult, being in the 
world, to acquire ſuch a ſelf- com- 
placency and love of virtue, as 
F 4 completes. 
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completes the character of a 
CHRISTIAN, If it is moſt zasy to 
avoid doing, and thinking zviL, in 
retirement, it ſeems molt eligible, 
—to thoſe who can compaſs it.” 

I anſwered, © If virtue is ren- 
dered the more charming by being 
ſeen; and when it has a voice, is 
more valuable than in ſilence; 
retreat is xor eligible. Happy 
are thoſe who can entertain them- 
ſelves with their own thoughts, 
with the aſſiſtance of books. Our 
great MILTON ſays, 


Solitude is ſometimes beſt ſociety.” 


But this idea beſpeaks the poet's 
thoughts, that man, when alone, 
may ſtalk about in filence, like 

his 


1 
His VASSAL BEAST, but he cannot be 
ſo deſerving of the regard of his 
FELLOW-CREATURES. 

If we can furniſh the mind with 
fuch employment, as the God of 
nature hath formed it to delight in, 
while we are in ſociety, we may 
then ſuppoſe ourſelves to be in our 
proper ſtate, advancing towards 
the ſummit of earthly felicity !- 

We are ſo framed, that our 
true happineſs conſiſts in a con- 
formity of our will and affections, 
to the great deſign of the author 
of nature, which relates not to 
ſelf alone: A ſocial ſtate is there- 
fore the condition of Beings de- 


pendent on ſociety. 
Conſider 
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.Conſider alſo, were you to ſeek 
for nothing but zasz, under a 
notion of sArETY to your ſoul, 
you could not imitate the great 
founder of your faith, in whoſe 
favour you moſt anxiouſly deſire 
to live! 

To ſtudy ourſelves: to con- 
template our fins and follies paſt, 
diſtinguiſhing infirmity from ini- 
quity ; and to repent with the un- 
derſtanding as well as the heart, 
are objects moſt worthy of rea- 
ſonable and accountable creatures. 
To AMEND, 1s to DO GOOD, as 
well as to DEPART FROM EVIL, 

That there is nothing the world 
can give, or take away, compared 

to 


* 


. 

to the conſideration of ETERNITY, 
is as certain, as that we are IM- 
MORTAL! And to do That which is 
required by mim who brought im- 
mortality to light, is in effect to 
ſeek the happineſs of this life, and 
of That which he has promiſed. 
In this view you need but read 
the NEW TESTAMENT, and make 
the PRECEPTS It contains the law 
of your LIrE!“ 

« All this,” ſays ſhe, “ I grant; 
but is this moſt practicable, to 
the individual ſequeſtered from 
the world, or living in it? Will 
it not depend on circumſtances 
and human paſſions? I am per- 
ſuaded that we may feed on 


our 


” — - 
— inn, TIP DI So 
a gs 5 wont as > * = * — 
* p E 
« . 1 


— 


A AE SE: TC IE. en i a OT TRIS” 


r — 
rr 
Yn — 
. — — 3 


. 


1 


ng 
hd 
„ * n r 


— - 2 
4 * 
* 
# by 4 _< = " bk 1 ? WL ; 
4 _ b > 2 - n 5 4 * i 
4 - C 
FLAG nat Bits fe St Ie Dig... = q 2 127 22 


L 
r 
” „ 


- a . — — * — — 1 
— — — — — 2 — 2 — 
= 
* bs 
- 


X r 
2 er Ro 1 - 
— 
3 


2 1.4 
e 2 


— 2 — — 
e 


*+ 
— 2 
_ 


ai, any - $ * 2 — 
2 


. 
r 
—— 


„ 


7 


S 


13 
* 
N 

N 

** 


— 7 

ERR 
74 p 

— 422 
2 


[ 76 J 


our own thoughts, with the aſſiſt- 
ance of books; and there are 
certainly many duties required, 
which cannot be performed out 
of ſociety; but we May avoid 
ſuch paths as we find to be pan- 
'GEROUS !” 

I anſwered, © Madam, I un- 
derſtand what you now ſay, to 
amount to this: that you will no 
longer yield to abſurd faſhions. 
So far you will act with conſiſt- 
ency, and I hope gain your point. 
We uſually depart from the true 
line of life, by the 40D remain- 
ing too long IN BUSY SCENES, 
and conſequently keeping the 
youthful our of them, Your 

ſes 


6 


ſex yields to the PRIDE and 
flutter of life, MIN E to the vice 
and buſineſs of it; neither ſeem- 
ing to give it any SABBATH OF 
REST, as a preparation for eter- 
nity ! This appears to be a diſtin- 
guiſhed misfortune, in our age! 
At the ſame time you are ſenſible, 
that we are commanded to SERVE. 
MANKIND ; therefore we can with. 
no conſiſtency think of foxSAK IN 
THEM! 
The difference 1s not ſo great 
in the probability of fewer days. 
to come, as that age having SEEN 
and FELT the variety and viciſſi- 
tudes of a world conſtituted as it 
is, and worn by TIME, or tired. 
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even in the purſuit of good, is ſo 
much the worſe qualified for the 
drudgery of life; conſequently, its 
province ſhould be, ſober counſel 
and admonition. Where no ſuch 
deciſive part is taken, the op and 
the vou ſtand in each other's 
way; and this is one reaſon why 
there is much leſs cordial affec- 
tion, mutual harmony, and ſweet 
peace in the world, than there 
might be.“ 

Lady —— faid, At this pe- 
riod of our perturbed annals, there 
is but little diſtinction: no Bop 
SUBMITS TO BE OLD; they all 
flock to the moſt buſy, norsy 


Teenes, A juvenile fondneſs for 
"" 


11 


the world, prevents the authority 
which ſhould accompany hoary 
locks; whilſt a ſupercilious pert- 
neſs in youth, ſullies the moral 
character; and, under a pretence 
of HIGH REFINEMENT and neglect 
of rokus, the beauty and ſimpli- 
city of life yield their charms, to 
a wretched deformity of manners; 
and this goes under a fantaſtical 
name, the Tox, paſling for ſterling 
currency, when it is baſe metal. In 
good truth, I am ſick of the follies 
which I have ſo often ſeen, and 
ſo frequently partaken of !” 

I anſwered, But will you 
therefore purſue a plan that may 


run you into other evils, which 


you 
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vou may avoid? Nothing leſs 
than a mind improved by re- 
flection, and ſtrongly inclined to 
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religion, can render you, who are 
intelligent, happy in retreat ; and 
the ſame diſpoſition ſhould prompt 
you to ſtand your ground man- 
fully, and die conTEnDiNG | 
Conſidering cus rou as the law 
of fools, our follies ariſe from 
an abuſe of affluence; and, being 
the genuine offspring of pride, or 
ignorance of what belongs to our 
true intereſt, we are reduced to 
this DILEMMA: To forſake them it 
is neceſſary we ſhould become more 
humble : and thus © it will be good 
for us to be afflicted.” With re- 
: gard 


1 8 ] 
gard, 'to poverty, we need not 
indulge any apprehenſion, but that 
we ſhall ſpeedily reduce ourſelves; 
our political or moral happineſs 
or miſery, may depend on the 
mode of the reduction, that it 
rather curb thoſe who WASTE and 
debauch the morals of the people, 
than deprive any of us of ne- 
ceſſary food and raiment: But 
moſt certain it is, that the extra- 
vagant and profligate conduct 
which brings an individual to 
decay, being extended to great 
numbers, becomes a common con- 
cern, and accelerates the fall of 
nations. Nothing of this kind is 
new nor wonderful! The. only 
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difference is, that the evil befalls 
the individual in a day, a month, 
or a year, which may not be felt 
in a nation in leſs than half a cen- 
tury: but this ſoon paſſes away: 
It 1s but a part of the computed 
life of man. 

In your ſituation, the argument 
is reduced to this ſimple conſide- 
ration, according to a fine but 
obvious ſentiment of the great 
Mx. Abpisox, who ſays, The 
pleaſure which affects a human 
mind with the moſt tranſporting 
touches, is, the ſenſe that we act 
in the eye of iNFINITE WISDOM, 
POWER, AND GOODNESS, that will 
crown our VIRTUOUS ENDEAVOURS 
R HERE, 


* 
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HERE, With a happineſs HEREAFTER, 
large as our deſires, and laſting 
as our immortal ſouls. Wir Hour 
this, the higheſt ſtate of life is in- 
ſipid, and wiTH it, the loweſt is a 
paradiſe !” 

This 1s very ſtrongly expreſſed, 
and moſt evidently refers to ſuch 
ACTIONS as regard ſociety. I grant 
that our. FASHIONS are not found- 
ed in any ſuch principle, peo- 


ple of the Ton rather affecting 


a. ſuperiority over the vul AR, 
who are ſuppoſed to be awed by 
the fear of G6op. The negle& 
of CHRISTIAN principles, is the 
cauſe of our declining into anar- 
chy. It is certain the higher 
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claſſes depart from the ſimpli- 
city and humility of the cRRTSs- 
Tian ſyſtem, without being good 
JEWS, MAHOMETANS, or PAGANS. 
But how are you to be crowned 
for vn rvous ENDEAVOURS,” if you 
run away, and make no efforts to 
conquer ?” 

She replied, © I agree with yon, 
that we are in a fooliſh and cor- 
rupt ſtate; and it is for this very 
reaſon I have entertained a wiſh 
td extricate myſelf, and get out 
of the Mae circle.” f 

T anſwered. < Mapa, I ap- 
prehend you need not do more 
than ſhew your diſapprobation by 
keeping oo Hovuks; conſulting 

"Mie the 


LS . 
the preſervation of your health; 


diſcountenancing cards on the 


Sabbath-day ; worſhipping God in 
public twice on that day; and 
fubmitting to its being known 


that you call on your family, 


MORNING and NIGHT, to worſhip 
God under your own roof, You 
will thus be put to no trouble in 
forſaking the rox, for it will ror- 
SAKE you. In the mean time, you 
ſhould not deſpair of our reforma- 
tion: others may follow your ex- 
ample. We change our manners 
as we change the cut of our 
cloaths. An alteration of circum- 
ſtances, in regard to the neceſſities 
of the ſtate, will change our 
| G 3 FASHIONSz 
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FASHIONS; and as we grow wiſer, 
we ſhall certainly become more 
honeſt and pious.“ 8 
Lady replied, © Your doc- 
trine, though frightful in one 
view, 1s ſo far COMFORTABLE, that 
it hath the advantage of being 
more eaſy and practicable, than 
flying to a hole in a mountain, 
or a hollow tree, counting beads, 
or ſuffering flagellation. But I 
apprehend the danger lies in our 
PRIDE, and our habit of lulling 
ourſelves into a ſupine neglect of 
REPENTANCE and CONTRITION of 
heart!“ | 
J anſwered, © I believe with 
vou, MADAM, that theſe times do 
2 i not 
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not teem with PENITENTS 3; nor 
doth it therefore follow that the 
ſincere of heart need uſe any ex- 
travagant means to convince them- 
ſelves, or others, that they are ſor- 


ry for the fooliſhneſs of their days 


PasT, or for the ſins, or infirmi- 
ties, into which themſelves or o- 
thers have fallen: but they may be 
more watchful for the rurunk. 
“ Virtue is bold, and goodneſs ne- 
ver FEARFUL !” Is it a new thing 
in the world, that pROSPERITY 
ſhould intoxicate the mind? 
NEeveR DESPAIR !——AFFLICTION will 
as ſurely ſober it again. 


For my own part, with all my 


ins and imperfections on my 
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head, 1 have made up my mind 
on the importance of MoDEra- 
rox in all purſuits, as the cri- 
terion of what is properly called a 
RIGHT MINP. Some are mad with 
'PFRIDE, and rave; ſome with humi- 
ity, the exceſs of which is melan- 
choly. Some are inſane with Love 
and TENDERNESS ; and ſome with 
.HATREB and ENVY, or a compo- 
Htion of them all. Avarice turns 
the brains of hundreds: and, to 
come to our point, LEVITY and 
-DISSIPATION deſtroys the mental 
[faculties of THov$SAanDs ! 

There 1s not a paſſion, nor a pro- 
penſity in the human breaft, if not 
reſtrained by xoDeErRATION, and di- 
* 1 rected 
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rected to its proper object, but will 
prey on © POOR HUMAN NATURE!” 
'TEMPERANCE, or a calm and 
placid diſpoſition, militates againſt 
the corruption of our nature, and 
verges to GOOD: and this, I ap- 
prehend, will enſure to you That 
tranquillity to which modern ex- 
travagancy is a ſtranger. Mope- 
RATION in the heart of a cyrIs- 
TIAN, grows into MEEKNESS, and 
we are well aſſured © MREKNRESS 

will give reſt to the ſoul !” 
© Be not righteous over-much ; 
why ſhouldſt thou deſtroy thy- 
ſelf?” This is a text of deep im- 
portance in regard to ſuperſtitious 
fears, and pennances of fleſh or 
ſpirit, 
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Þirit, beyond the bounds which 
are marked by reaſon, and re- 
quired by our divine RELIGION.” 
She replied, © All this I ac- 
knowledge to be good reaſoning 
and ſound divinity : but ſtill I 
doubt if I ſhall have virtue enough 
to leave the world BY DEGREES. 
It ſeems more eaſy to leave it by 
one vigorous effort, than to THINK 
about it.” : | 
To this I ified, «. You are 
right, if it were NECESSARY to 
leave it, and if it were of no mo- 
ment if you ſhould repent of leav- 
ing it, Let us be yaTIENT, and ſub- 
mit to LIGHTER evils, leſt nzavitr 
beſall us! Tou remember two 
lines 


19 1 
lines in Pope, equally referring to 
the PALaceE and the HERMIT'S 
CAVE: , 


« Taught half by reaſon, half by mere 
decay, 

« To welcome death, and calmly paſs 
away!“ — 

We cannot go beyond this mark. 
This is happening every day, to 
thoſe who THIXK moſt and Live 
beſt; and from the moment that 
by honeſt endeavours in the fight 
of God, we ſo make up our 
minds, that we can give DEATH A 
WELCOME, or become indifferent 
to his viſit; hoping in a life to 
come; we reach the ſummit of 
carthly felicity, and the great end 
of 
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of our Being! If there were ng 
LIFE after this, how trifling an 
object would our temporary exiſt- 
ence be! 

To bring this home to your 
queſtion, I ftill refer to the mo- 
deration and meekneſs which 1 
recommend. ConTEMPLATION is 
amuſement l Change your object 
and your mode of living; enjoy 
ſome days, or ſome hours every 
day, in retreat from the noiſe of 
pleaſure, and the buſtle of buſi- 
neſs. 
The Sabbath comes bot one 
> in ſeven: ſuppoſe you add 
another day or two, I do not 
mean of ror , ſecluſion, but a- 
2 voiding 


1001 


voiding large companies, or places 
devoted to diſſipation. If you 
practiſe this kind of $zLF-Dewtar, 
it will hardly fail of the end you 
have in view; it will give you 
ſuch a ſuperiority over the rasHiox 
of the times, as will gratify the 
noble, generous, pou longings of 
your heart ! 

In regard to your w1zces, they 
will ſoon learn to be wiſe, by be- 
ing moderate in their love of plea- 
ſure, and contempt of a life of 
DISSIPATION, They will fill up 
their time profitably, without 
ſhutting themfelves up in a clot- 
ſer. They may be envied, but 
* what is moſt comely cannot 
__— Envenom 
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envenom them that bear it.” As 
they grow up and acquire wiſdom, 
they will be in the leſs need of 
your attendance on them. They 
will be the more acceptable 1n the 
ſight of cop, and more amiable 
in the ſight of MEx, whoſe virtues 
and fortunes may give them a ti- 
tle to them. And is it not more 
probable they will make happy 
alliances by ſuch means, than- if 
they were in the full habit of diſ- 
ſipation, living in as great poverty 
of mind, as a common idle beg- 
gar, ſuffering hunger and cold, 
and the inclemency of the ſky, 
for a morſel of bread ; when by a 


little exertion of ſtrength of mind 
* and 


I 


DENCY? 


This I take to be the cal with 
thouſands who give themſelves up 


to the rox, forgetting that ſober 
reflexion, and religious duty, are as 
neceſſary to the Rich as the pooR ; 


and, with ſome change of object, 


that LABOUR is not leſs eſſential to 
their well-being. 

We find, even among ſome of 
the moſt diſſipated mopesT women 
of this age, by the force of oN 
and a little labour, great knowledge 
in MUSICK, NEEDLEWORK, and DE- 
SIGN is acquired. Such perſons 
want only a ſtronger tincture of 

RELIGION, 


and body, he might LABOUR, and 


LIVE IN COMFORT and INDEPEN=- 
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RELIGION, and the humility of the 
DOMESTICK character, to accom- 
pliſh TRHEIx reformation. Thoſe 
who are IGNORANT or INDOLENT 
in the great concern of ETERNITY, 
apply themſelves to many things 
UNNEEDFUL. We muſt be em- 
ployed in keeping the door of our 
hearts ſhut, not to let in any gueſt 
that may en endanger our 1nternal 
ſafety, or ſubject us to a ſurprize 
contrary to our principles: for 
the reſt, I know that amuſement 
in MODERATION is good.“ Here 
we ended. : 

Now, dear Lady ——, I hum- 
bly preſume you are anxious to 
know the event of this extraor- 
JO dinary 
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dinary converſation. Lady — 
at length agreed with me in ſenti- 
ment, and left me without any 
ſuſpicion, that in a fit of piety or 
diſguſt, in regard to the times, 
ſne would retire to the hermitage 
ſne has lately purchaſed in the 
Highlands, when ſhe may live 
as rationally where ſhe is. If you 
and your ſiſter continue to behave 
in a manner ſo pleaſing to her, 
which JI am confident you will do, 


there is no danger of your being 
HD from the world. Take care 
not to thruſt yourſelves into the 


eyes of men too much. 
Thus have I given your lady- 

ſhip a faithful detail of a conver- 
Vol. II. H ſation 
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ſation replete with intereſting mat- 
ter, from which I hope you will 
draw co00D. Good is my object 
good to you, and to my dear ——, 
your ſiſter. I have not diſguiſed 
any ſentiment. 

J have only to add, that I had 
Lady 's permiſſion to tell you 
the ſubſtance of our converſation, 
and I receive a great pleaſure in 
communicating it to you. If it 
ſerves, in any degree, to brighten 
your days, or give an unclouded 
form to the object in which you 
moſt delight, or that may moſt in- 
tereſt your heart and underſtanding, 
with reſpe& to BoTH. woRLDs, I 


ſhall be ſo far the happier man. 
Ma Remember 
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Remember that BorH woRLDs 
are inſeparably connected; and 
that it is not RETREATING, nor 
merely STANDING OUR GROUND, 
but maintaining it with GRACE and 
DIGNITY, worthy a diſciple of the 
almighty Law-giver and Redeemer 
of the world! apizu! I am, with. 
great truth and reſpect, 


Dear Lady 's 
Your ſincere friend 


and ſervant, 


May 15, 1771. 
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LETTER XIII. 


| Dean Lapy ——. 

H E laſt time I had the ho- 
| nour to write to you, I 
finiſned the detail of my conver- 
ſation with your good aunt. You 
ſee oux thoughts of the com- 
plexion of theſe times, and what 
they tend to. You perceive how 
deeply we intereſt ourſelves in the 
common. good, as well as our 
own ; having as conſtant an eye 


to your welfare, and that of my 
: little 
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littte ——, your dear ſiſter. 1 


rejoice to find by your laſt, that 

you think her in ſo fair a way of 
recovery. ; 
In ruminating on the means of 
being happy, an obje& we al- 
ways have at heart, the advice of 
Si WaLTER RALEIGH occurs 
ſtrongly to my mind. © If,” ſays us 
he, „you can live free from 
WAN T, care for no more, for 
the reſt is but vanity!” This 
believe is very true: but 1 
with all due reſpect to the me- OE 
mory of this venerable ſage, he 5 
ſhould have defined what want 
is, according to our reſpective ſi- Ef 
tuations in life; and alſo how to 
H 3 avoid 
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avoid falling into the ſnares of 
VANITY, for ſhe invades us, even 
in POVERTY. You ſee how ſhe faſ- 
cinates the world, and with what 
deſpotic ſway ſhe rules, witneſs 
the DISSIPATION to which this age 
15 ſo blindly devoted. 

Do not be alarmed, dear La- 
dy ——, with any apprehenſions 
that I ſhall recommend any auſte- 
rity of diſcipline in your manner 
of living; or any mode not con- 
ſiſtent with RATIONAL ideas of 
YOUTHFUL Joy. Thoſe whoſe feet 
tread the verge of the grave, do 
not live without aMusEMENT, Hea- 
ven has framed the mind for pLEA- 
SURE ! But whether we live many 
or 


* 
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or few years, as accountable Be- 
ings, our purſuits muſt be vir- 
ruous, or our days will paſs re- 
gardleſs of the ſolemn hour, when 
we MusT yield up our breath! 
The ſentence is paſt on all; and 
we all believe there is no REPEN= 
TANCE in the grave! Let us re- 
Joice that TIME is granted us to 
cons1DER what belongs to our 
happineſs, and that the soul, 1s 
IMMORTAL ! 

Is it not apparent to every 
one, that our modern habits mi- 
litate againſt one of the ſtrong- 
eſt precepts of chriſtianity, © Be 
SOBER, BE VIGILANT?” And the 
reaſon given for this admoni- 
| H 4 tion 
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tion is as ſtrong as proofs of nory 
wRiT. We know not when the 
hour of our diſſolution will come, 
therefore it is our buſineſs, our 
duty, our moſt important obliga- 
tion, -to live as if it _—_ come 
TO-DAY. 

You are convinced that thoſe 
who plume themſelves on being 
of the Tox, or in other words, 
DEVOTEES to a certain mode of 
living, are dupes to sILLx paſſions 
er vicious ones. In the eye of 
reaſon they never appear to greater 
diſadvantage, than when they act 
moſt in character. The voice of 
reaſon being ſilenced by noiſe and 

flutter, and in one ſenſe, uucn 
5 abo 
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ADO MADE ABOUT NOTHING ; their 
thoughts are bewildered, and the 
great end of living is the object 
leaſt at heart. 

I am at the ſame time happy in 
ſeeing a young lady ſo diſtinguiſn- 
ed as yourſelf, in ſpite of the 
temptations of ſo diſſipated an 
age, of a SOBER and RELIGIOUS turn 
of mind. For neaven's ſake guard 
it as the apple of your eye: I fay 
for nzaven's ſake, for Your hea- 
ven indeed depends on it ! 

It is no mean taſk to contend 
with a crowd; and in your rank 
and ſtation an arduous enterprize 
to oppoſe the levity of a multi- 
tude, ſome of which make a de- 
cent, 
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cent, others a ſplendid figure, aſ. 
ſuming the greater air of impor- 
tance under the ſanction derived 
from numbers. 

How ' many, in the poliſhed 
world, turn a deaf ear to the voice 
of REASON, if they do not ſteel their 
hearts to the charms of religion! 
I ſay this of many who are gene- 
rous and candid, believing in 
the precepts of CHRISTIANITY. 
Some of TazM yield the ſupre- 
macy to the ſound of a mono- 
fyllable, which in the ordinary 
acceptation ſtands for any thing 
the ſpeaker pleaſes, being puerile 
or abſurd, or favouring extrava- 
gance and diſſipation. Indeed the 

. TON 


I 
rox is pitched too low for good 
ſenſe, and by no means reaches the 
true notes of przTY, or accords 
with the dignity of the cRacts: 


There aRE hours in which the 


moſt diſtinguiſhed votaries to 
FASHION, Whether in the gay, the 
buſy, or the turbulent world, are 
truly contemptible in their own 
eyes. Many practices, under the 
influence or guidance of cuſtom, 
obſcure the rays of virtue, darken 
the proſpect of the happineſs, 
which REASON affords, with re- 
gard to this world, and cloud the 
ſplendor of carIsTian faith with 

reſpect to a life to come 
You are acquainted with ſome, 
who 
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who we may with propriety call, 
POOR WELL=INTEN TIONED BEINGS, 
who really imagine they usr 
conform to the 'FasHron, in every 
thing not directly criminal, giving 
this reaſon for it, that it is the 
FASHION ! Not conſidering the per- 
nicious tendency with regard to 
folly and diſſipation, they look no 
further: and thus they often play 
the fool on the brink of perdition. 
Thus they march on in a dull or 
a jovial train; and beating time to 
the ſounds of levity, confound the 
riſing generation by a FooLISH Ex- 
AMPLE, and in effect deſtroy the 
harmony of life, with reſpe& to 
SOBRIETY and RELIGION |! 


The 


1 


The rox is by no means caleu» 
lated to, inſpire any exalted, ſenti- 
ment. Horsss of high breed, 
were they condemned to labour in 
a, cart, would in a great degree 
loſe the fire and agility which: 
nature gave them. Man hack- 
neyed in a round of vnmanly a- 
muſement, ceaſes to. THINK, and 
conſequently To acT, with that 
ANGELIC temper which is a PART 
of his natural frame- and, ſublime 
conſtitution ! 

Doth the Town make people 
FRIENDLY ? It maintains a; GRI- 
MACE, as à ſubſtitute, which is 
abhorrent to common ſenſe: you. 


Wear out your SERVANTS, your 
HORSES, 
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HORSES, your CHARIOT-WHEELS, 
your WHIN-STONE and ABERDEEN 
pavements, pretending regard to 
thoſe you wiſh to find no admit- 
tance to, Is not this making life 
a farce, or living a lie? Neither 
charity nor humanity requires any 
ſuch fantaſtical intercourſe !—You 
rob your lives of the TIME you 
ſhould devote to reflexion and real 
duty. Lak 
Life without friends is like 
RICHES Without HEALTH ; but it is 
only by purity of affection, and 
ſimplicity of heart, we can gain 
an intereſt in another's coop 
MIND or affections; and unleſs we 
allow for human imperſections, even 
i this 
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this will grow languid. The 
FOOLISH are no more capable of 
FRIENDSHIP than the vicious : 
genuine FRIENDSHIP. is certainly 
founded in the underſtanding as 
well as the heart, requiring the 
improvement of both. Mopzrn 
FASHIONS ſeem to cheriſh nei- 
ther, therefore modern faſhions 
are not in friendſhip with happi- 
neſs! There are but few who feel 
the loſs of friendſhip, becauſe 
but few ever gained it. But no- 
thing is more grievous than the 
lols of That which we leaſt feared 
would fail ys; and preparation for 
ſuch an event, carries with it a ſuſ- 
picion which deſtroys the effect of 

the 
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the thing itſelf. The wiſeſt counſel 
is moderation in expectation, and 
HoPs that our enjoyments will 
laſt, The ſafeſt friendſhip. for a 
young woman is in the man fhe 
chuſes for a huſband ;. all others, 
male or female, are dangerous or 
precarious. The reſt depends on 
VIRTUE, How ill the rox is cal- 
culated for the union of rRIExp- 
SHIP and LOVE in the married ſtate, 
EXPERIENCE gives but a melancholy 
proof, 

To ſeek felicity in the friend- 
ſhip. of heaven, the peace and 
comfort of your own mind, and 
the hopes; of the rewards of virtue, 
letting the: reſt: ſit MoperaTELY 
IS. light 


E 


light upon you, is the wiſeſt ad- 
vice I can give; and if you ex- 
pect to be naeey, in any degree, 
it is NECESSARY to be RELIGIOUS, 
I will repeat, happy Id any DE- 
GREE, or in other words, kasy; for 
when we are moſt eager in the 
chace of PLEASURE, it is well if 
we find it in the abſence of 
PAIN, To mix and compound 
the pleaſures and pains of life, 
with $KILL and CONTENTMENT, 
ſeems to be the great ſecret of 
human happineſs. 

With regard to the majority of 
our acquaintance, of the higher 
claſſes, when with conſummate 
modeſty they plead THE FASHION 

Vol. II. 1 for 
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for any fooliſh or careleſs ſtep ; do 

you not perceive they lull their 
REASON aſleep, or exerciſe it as 

little as an infant at the breaſt? 
Talk to them of the remote, or 

immediate conſequences of fooliſh 

cuſtoms, though they ſee or feel 

them every day, the ALTARS or 

FASHION are not the leſs crowd- 

ed. Warn them how to avoid 

evil, by FaiTH, PIETY, Or GOOD 

WORKS, the firſt is often deemed 

ENTHUSIASM ; the ſecond, a vul- 

GAR PRACTICE; and the laſt, they 
leave to be conſidered ar LEI- 

SURE. This is the caſe of thou- 

ſands; I appeal to your own heart, 
if it be not TRUE? | 

a | Every 


W = 


Moſt things, with us, being con- 
ducted on principles of rasmon, 


in which is no consTancy, I have 
ſometimes wondered, that we do 
not in the round oCccAasSIONALLY 
hve more according to REASON, 
and the FaiTH we profefs! This 
ſhould be learnt : And wWRERR, and 
WHEN ? Our minds are moſt ſuſ- 
ceptible of impreſſions at scaoor ; 
but THERE often reigns a luke- 
warmneſs. or indifference, which 
indicates, that the teacher unhap- 
pily never learnt half the duties of 
his office. 

In ſeminaries for the inffive 
unſullied charms of beauty, the 
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the ſentiments which ſhe feels, Yer 
if juſtice is not done to the mind, 
in its PURE NATIVE ſtate, religion 
will hardly ever gain an aſcenden- 
ey: or if this is mixed and com- 
pounded with the follies of the 
world, abundance of worLDLY 
FOLLIES will be blended with it. 

Whether the evil originates in 
the ſchool, or the private family, 
the conduct which ſtains our an- 
nals, may be traced up to the Ex- 
RORS and BLEMISHES Of EDUCATION, 

I rejoice when I think of your 
good fortune! Let the world go 
as it may, be not ſorrowful as if 
you were without #oPz, but ground 
it in a conſtant immutable pre- 
2 poſſeſſion 


1 
poſſeſſion of oo To come ; and 
if you are wiſe, make it pRESENT. 
* GLADNESS OF HEART doeth good 
like a medicine!” Lxvrry and 
CARELESSNESS, Whatever face they 
wear, make but a sap figure, and 
in the iſſuè, like ſorrow, dry the 
bones. In this generation, ſo prone 
to pride, and ſo diſinclined to main- 
tain the dignity of human nature, 
too much care cannot be taken of 
our youth! God preſerve vou and 
my dear ——! I am, 
Dear Lady y 
Your ſure friend 
and ſervant, 


May 38, 1771. 
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LETTER XIV. 


DAR Lapy 


F we mean to avert the evils 

which threaten us, EDUCATION 
muſt be our firſt concern. I finiſh- 
ed my laſt with ſome alluſions to 
this ſubject, the indulgence of 
which carried me the other day 
to viſit your good old friend and 
ſchool-miſtreſs. I expected to 
gain ſuch information from her, 
as would give you pleaſure in the 
recital, though it might be leſs 
| intereſting 


1 


intereſting to you, than my diſ- 
courſe with Lady ——. 

We ARB deficient in education, 
in both kingdoms, and for both 
ſexes, from high to low : I believe 
our national ſituation ariſes in a 
great meaſure from this cauſe, If 
you conſider the authority your 
ſex is veſted with, over CHILDREN, 
in forming THEIR minds; and your 
influence on the hearts of us GN] 
' CHILDREN, you will eaſily diſcover 
how a paſſion for p1ss1PATION 
wounds the eſſence of domeſtic 
peace, and eclipſes the brightneſs 
of the UND we might enjoy! 

I told Mrs, —— that you often 


ſpoke of her in- terms of the moſt 
I 4 filial 
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filial affection and gratitude, and 
always received the greateſt plea- 
ſure when you heard of her health. 
At the mention of your NAU, 
ſome pearly drops ſtood in her 
eyes, and after a pauſe, ſhe burſt 
into a comment on the goodneſs 
of your heart, and the ſtrength 
of your underſtanding; expreſſing 
her hopes that you had kept in the 
way ſhe taught you. She is a 
woman of maſculine ſenſe, with 
an excellent heart, beyond any 
perſon of her occupation I ever 
knew. Her good opinion does 
vou great honour ! 
Among other ſenſible remarks, 
ſhe ſaid, © My p17 concern is 
to 
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to render myſelf AcRERABLE, and 
to infpire a WILLING OBEDIENCE, 
fuch as captivating the heart, and, 
rendering our MANNERS gentle, 
ſubdues the mind by the Law or 
KINDNESS. I ſhew the malignant 
properties of PERVERSENESS, and 
how contrary it is to female de- 
licacy, and ſuperior birth, as 
well as the dignity and hopes of a 
cHRISTIAN. I conſider myſelf as 
a teacher in cHRIST.“ 8 

She proceeded thus, The 
moſt ſtupendous objects, render- 
ed rauiLlakx, often ceaſe to be 
admired: but thoſe which make 
an impreſſion on the ſenſes are 
moſt eaſily remembered. The 
PHILOSOPHER and Dpivixs may 

| gaze 


16 

gaze with wonder on the sux, but 
common perſons are little affected, 
except by the warMTH, which 
gives a pleaſing, or the ntar, 
which creates an unpleaſing ſenſa- 
tion. I endeavour to poſſeſs the 
minds of my pupils with an awful 
ſenſe of the majeſty of the Al- 
mighty, diſplayed in his worxs ! 
For this purpoſe I ſometimes take 
occaſion to carry a few of them, ſo 
early into the fields, that they 
may tell their parents they have 
' SEEN THE SUN RISE, Which is more 
than many fine ladies can boaſt of, 
though souE reverſe. the order of 
things, and s1T vp in an ASSEM- 
BLY-ROOM till it is riſen, 


At the ſame time I remind them, 
« that 


* 
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« that as ſo much Food is neceſ- 
ſary, and no more; ſo much sLEET 
is intended to refreſh and preſerve 
us; and beyond this allowance, a 
deſire of ſleep grows into a pis- 
rasB. We often contract BAD 
HABITS, and reſt contented by 
calling them naTuRAL. 

“ This alſo affords an experi- 
ment how much more buſineſs 
can be done on ſuch a day, than 


in the ordinary courſe; though my 


pupils conſtantly riſe zarLY, and 
by this means enjoy the ſounder 
lep, and the better health. 

On ſuch occaſions I talk to 
them in this manner, 


The ſun may be called the 
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1 
BYE, and, under its great Makes, 
the soul. of the Ax T, diſpenſing 
its light through millions of miles, 
and penetrating, in a ſtronger and 
more viſible, or leſs perceptible 
manner, all objects around us. 
The xaR TH makes her yearly cir- 
cuit round the sur, cauſing the ſea» 
ſons; while ſhe turns round her own 
central point or axis; and, chang- 
ing ovR poſition, gives us DAY and 
NIGHT. 
As the ſun unfolds his beams, 
you ſee the earth bring forth her 
increaſe, Without theſe we could 
not have been born, nor without 
their influence, live. Every part 
of nature has an amazing depen- 
dency 


* 


* 


L 


dency on each other, and when we 
think of them as we ought, the 
conſideration ELEVATES the ſoul!” 

In calm evenings I alſo take 
favourable occaſions to comment 
on the Moon and $TARS, and how 
LITTLE we mortals are, compared 
to thoſe objects, ſeen from ſo vaſt 
a diſtance : At the ſame time I bid 
them conſider © how VALUABLE WE 
are in our INTELLECTUAL nature, 
that the Son of God ſhould bleed 
for us on the croſs !” 

To exalt their minds in the con- 
templation of theſe objects, Irecom- 
mend Mr. Appisow's hymn, which 
they repeat ; obſerving © that al- 
though theſe luminaries of the hea- 
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vens do not proclaim their divine 
original to the Ear of ſenſe, they con- 
vince the mind that they were made 
by God, and are under his guidance 
and direction, who is ſo wonderful 
in his works, as the Father of all 
created Beings 


I addreſs them on all proper 


occaſions in theſe terms. © Look 


ec 
te 
ec 
cc 


ce 


round you, MY DEAR CHIL- 
DREN! You have lived long 
enough to obſerve, how the ſea- 
ſons follow in harmonious order; 
and, notwithſtanding. ſtorms, 
and to appearance intemperate 
rains, or droughts, or blaſts, 
occaſionally threaten to deſtroy 
us all with famine ;—yet ſtil 


- cc we 


11 
we experience the MERCIES of 
Heaven ! Now obſerve, and I 
beg you will attend to what I tell 
you. In our ſtate of trial for 
ETERNAL happineſs, the MORAL 
world alſo ſuffers its acrTa- 
TIONS, neceſſarily ariſing from 
there being more weak people 
on the earth than wise ones; 
but all working for coop, to 
the G6o0D, who improve by 
every accident. You will be 
ſubject to feel the ſad effects of 
the FOLLY or INGRATITUDE, the 


DISOBEDIENCE or INJUSTICE of 


* others, in more forms than I 
* am able to deſcribe to you. Do 


«c 


not add to the ſum of s, nor 
cc think 
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= DD 
think a BAD EXAMPLE any juſtifi- 
cation of zviL, On every trying 
occaſion lift up your hearts to 
God, and pray, Thy will be 
done in earth, as it is heaven!“ 
If it were ſo done,.TRUTH and 
MERCY would kiſs each other, 
RicaTEovsNess would ſpread 
her balmy wings, and we ſhould 


find relief in all. our diſtreſſes, 


never becoming DISCONTENT- 
ED, Much leſs SORROWFUL 28 
men without HoPe. Nothing 
intrinſically good can be accom- 
pliſhed without RELIGION ! 


Tou cannot ſay to another, 


cc 


You SHALL be coor and viR- 
ruous; but you may ſay to 
0 your 
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« your own heart—< I will en- 
« deavour to be good—I will 
« appeal to cop in prayer, in the 
« name of cHRIST, the mediator 
« between CoD and man, and he 
« will ſuccour me under all afflic- 
« tions! The greateſt diſtreſs may 
« thus be turned to my advantage ! 
« —For in the final event, all 
things certainly happen for good, 
« to the GooD. AFFLICTION it- 
ſelf will work for me, and pro- 
* duce ſuch comfort and peace 
to My SOUL, as will make me 
* a gainer. Thus I ſhall convert 
* EVIL into coop; and inſtead of 
* abandoning myſelf to deſpair, 
with regard to either world, or 
Vox. II. K « vainly 
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« yainly vexing my ſpirit, as the 
« fooliſh generally do, I may be 
de ever JOYFUL, conſtantly fixing 
„ my. Mind's EYE On the bright 
s proſpect of eternal glory !” 

Thus I teach them to ſpeak to 
their own hearts; telling them 
how much I have their happineſs 
neareſt my own; and adding this 
intereſting remark— You ſee 
*« how anxious I am for your wel- 
« fare! Remember me when you 
© leave SCHOOL, and when 1 am 
* dead. Iam your FRIEND, who by 
* thecare of Providence, and your 
parents love, lead you by the 
“ hand, and teach you to relifh the 
* great truths of CHRISTIANITY! 
a. pi | « We 


11 
« We muſt all die but death 


and the grave are ſubdued by 


„ CHRIST; and if we obey his 
* laws, we cannot be held cap- 
« tive by either. 


« An angeFs arm can't fave you from the 
grave; N 

« Legions of angels can't confine you 
there !” 


/ 


After this manner I endeavour 
to gain their affections. No ob- 
ject can be more intereſting than 
children at ſchool. When they 
diſcover a ſimplicity in their tem- 
per, and a pure love of TRUTH, I 
conſider them as ANGELS in hu- 
man form, When I perceive a 


__ propenſity to EVIL, I feel 
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as powerful an impulſe, to exert 
the utmoſt tenderneſs and per- 
ſuaſion to win them to a ſenſe of 
VIRTUE, This method I find ge- 
nerally ſucceeds better than an 
exertion of auTHORITY. PRIDE, 
which is at the bottom of oz- 
STINACY, naturally oppoſes cou- 
PULSION. 

If after repeated trials I can 
make no impreſſion, which rarely 
happens, I recommend ſolitude 
and hard diet. But there are 
many weighty reaſons, why the 
PARENT ſhould uſe this diſcipline 
with a young lady, rather than the 
SCHOOL-MISTRESS, unleſs it be 
when a girl is under eight or nine 


years 
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years of age. After this period, 
ADMONITION is warrantable; but 
SCHOOL-PUNISHMENT may be hurt- 
ful to female reputation. | 
The forming the minds of 
young perſons, muſt ultimately de- 
pend on religion; and I tremble 
leſt I ſhould be deficient in my 
duty towards theſe poor children. 
Though fome of them are the 
daughters of bukks, I call them 
POOR, to remind them of THEIR 
wants, and that the great LORD 
of heaven and earth, declares him- 
ſelf more emphatically, the FATHER 

OF THE POOR | 
I do not put the bible into 
their hands, to render it cheap 
K 3 or 
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or irkſome: I give them the 
ABRIDGEMENT, ſelecting a few ver- 
ſes from the oLD TESTAMENT, 
and a few chapters in the nzw, 
for their ſtudy. Theſe being eaſy 
to comprehend, they learn to read 
with accuracy, and therefore un- 
derſtand FAMILIARLY: and thus 
entertaining a reſpect for the $4- 
CRED WRITINGS, I encourage them, 
as they advance in years, to ers- 
mine further. 

I never ſuffer the name of the 
MOST HIGH to be uttered in com- 
mon diſcourſe, nor upon any oc- 
caſion without an awful pauſe, 
referring to the conduct of the 
Jews, who in the divine attribut 
0 aſcribed 


— 
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aſcribed to the great jtrwovan ; 
they mention this name onlyon cer- 
tain ſolemn occaſions; and we do 
not find the primitive carIsTIAans 
were leſs attentive. But we are now 
fallen into fo different a practice, 
reaſon and religion are confound- 
ed at the repetition of the word, 
cob !|—It is often uttered 18REvE- 
RENTLY, as if the majeſty of heaven 
were but a NAME, and THE FEAR 
or cob a phantom of the brain 3 

I endeavour to mark out to 
them the path of glory, in the 
track which the Saviour of the 
world trod; reminding them that 
ne was 4 man of SoRROWS and 
acquainted with GRIEF; and, ſpot= 
: K 4 leſs, 
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leſs, as he was, in his own perſon 
and character, conſidered as a 
MAN, beneficence was his EMPLoy- 
MENT : he not only wEPT over the 
iniquities of his country, but he 
DIED for the ſins of the world ! 

In regard to the preſent life, I 
tell them, A GOOD NAME 1s 
the IMMEDIATE JEWEL of the 
ſoul; but as cnarsTIans, we 
muſt keep our eyes fixed on an- 
other object alſo, which is the 
SOUL herſelf, and the IMMOoRTALI- 
TY promiſed by cxrIsT. the Sa- 
viour of the world! N 

« Remember, my daughters, 
that when PLEASURE waves her 


filken banners, and tunes her me- 
lodious 


. 
lodious harp, you MusT be cavu- 
TIOUS, or ſhe will ens$NaRE you! 
Think of the importance of guard- 


ing your CONSCIENCE, the great 
bulwark of the ſoul ! 


« She that hath light within her own 
clear breaſt, 


« May fit i thi center, and enjoy bright 
day ; 

« But ſhe that hides a dark ſoul, and 
foul thoughts, 

* Benighted walks under the mid-day _ 

* Herſelf is her own dungeon!“ 

« Corrupt deſires lie deep in our 
nature: whenever they invade the 
heart, REASON and FAITH ſhould be 
ready to oppoſe them. Exerciſe 
your zeal and RESOLUTION, and 
implore the aip of nzaves!. 

« Theſe 
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ee Theſe are the great out-lines 
and true diſtinctions which 1 
would have you make. 
* The rixsr object is to cheriſh 
GOOD INTENTIONS towards G0D 
and man: keep your PASSIONS and 
AFFECTIONS calm, and in all loyal 
ſubjection to the ſovereignty of 
your REASON, Your mind will 
not then be haunted by any evil 
bodings; but, truſting in God, 
your HOPE will flouriſh with your 
FAITH, and CHARITY Prepare your 
ſoul for heaven |! 
Keep from EVIL and FOOLISH 
communication; and be aſſured 
there is much xvii, as well as 
GOOD, in the world, It is not an. 

occaſional 


* 
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occaſional tranſitory thought of 
AUMILITY, but a conſtant remem- 
brance, a perpetual recollection 
of the life of Riu who bids us 
learn MEEKNEss and HUMILITY 
from his ſufferings. Theſe are 
the true means of procuring reſt 
to the sovi, under the viciſſitudes 
to which life is conTINUALLY ſub- 
ject. 

Remember vas I fay! The 
wealthy muſt keep themſelves 
mindful of the equality of man- 
kind; J mean with reſpe& to the 
duties of #uManiTy, and the com- 
mon care of Kxaven, the loweſt 
having a RIH to the NECESSA- 
aks of life, ſo long as they are 
IxDus- 
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INDUSTRIOUS 3 and conſequently 


that 1t is the indiſpenſible duty of 
the AFFLUENT, to ſee that the ix- 
DIGENT be ſet to work, at a very 
early age, according to their 
ſtrength ; and taught to READ, and 
know the rudiments of their REL1- 
cion. All perſons, particularly 
ſuch as Providence hath been in- 
dulgent to, ſhould conſider, that 


*The ſelf-ſame ſun that ſhines upon the 
court 

** Hides not his viſage from the cottage, 
but 


. & Looks alike on all! 


— 


— Thoſe who 2 the ita ge- 
nerous and 60D-LIKE diſpoſitions, 


are always the moſt PLEASED, and 
think 


— ” 
* 
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think themſelves moſt happy, 
when others ſhare with them in 
happineſs, each in his proper rank 
and condition; and they alſo feel 
paix when others ſuffer it. No- 
thing can give a ſtronger proof of 
a NARROW ſoul, than a HARD 
HEART. 

« You learn that thoſe are bleſ- 
fed who conſider the poor and 
NEEDY; not only becauſe it 1s 
right and fit, and agreeable to 
our NATURE that we ſhould 
conſider them, but that on this 


foundation we build our hope, 


that the Almighty friend and fa- 
ther of ALL the children of men 


AFFLICTION, 


will deliver us in the day of 
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AFFLICTION. To be merciful is 
cheriſhing vixrvous SELF-Love.” - 

« Happy will you be, if you 
attend to my leſſons with IIA. 
SURE |—Learn to conſider the fol- 
hes of mankind with sokROw, 
and their vicEs with hatred. Do 
as few things as poſſible, merely, 
and for no better reaſon, than that 
other people do them. Conſider 
what is RIGHT ; not what thoſe po 
who reſign themſelves to be ruled 
by the humour of the multitude, 
calling it the rox, and levelling 
the diſtinctions of wispomM and 
FOLLY,, VIRTUE and VICE ! 

« Cheriſh in your boſoms ſuch 
conſiderations as theſe, ſtill en- 
tertaining 


* 
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tertaining HUMBLE thoughts of 
yourſelves, and checking your de- 
fires after the vanities, and pleas 
fures which you fee many are ſo 
apt to purſue beyond all meaſure. 

* Think of your RELIGION, not 
as the FAITH OF YOUR COUNTRY, 
which might have been ſomething 
very different from what it is, but 


as the TRUE RELIGION ; and that 


you muſt ſhew your rarr in it, 
by your WORKS. | 

“Be kind and affectionate to 
each other, and to your fellow- 
creatures in general. If you act᷑ 
in obedience to the Laws or 
CHRIST, your HOPE, your FAITH, 


your PRAYERS, and the relief you 
afford 
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2 the miſerable, will all com- 
bine, as it were in hymns of 
triumph, to comfort your ſouls ! 

It is not RICHES nor PLEASURES 
which can ſecure you!] You may be 
miſerable in the greateſt affluence: 
You may be Barry even in Po- 
verty .!” 

Thus, Sir, 1 harangue my pu- 
pils, elevating their minds by 
gentle degrees, to a reliſh of 
the ſublime truths of caurIsTIAaNI- 
TY, on which ALL depends! 

I meant to comprehend the tale 
of my diſcourſe with your judi- | 
cious pious friend in ONE LETTER 
but I find it will be too long ; ; and 


that I r 1 gain the happi- 
| YA ** neſs 
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LETTER XV. 


Dax Lavpy 


"I HE. good old gentlewoman 


proceeded in anſwering my 
queſtions, in the moſt polite man- 
ner, ſeeming to derive great ſatis- 
ſaction from the conſciouſneſs that 
ſhe was doing her duty to her 
PUPILS. © I tell them,” ſays ſhe, 
<« the moſt unhappy circum- 
« ſtance any rational creature can 
ce be in, particularly during oh- 
*© HOOD or YOUTH, is to be re- 


=, 


4 d pugnant 


11 ] 
« pugnant to apvrce; for being 
« ignorant, as we neceſſarily muſt 
« be, till we gain experience, it 
« jg hardly peffible to walk up- 
« rightly without inſtruction.“ 
«© You know, Sir, it is a trite, 


but not leſs true remark, that 


education to the human foul, is as 
ſculpture to the block of marble ; 


and moſt certain it is, that fome 
who were born in the moſt abject 
ſtate, have become the firſt of 


mankind, by the force of 'genius, 
joined to the accident of £DUcaTt- 
ox; while the children of ſovereigns 
have ſank into contempt, Why 
are people in this age ſo looſe in 


Tee? They have not been 


L 2 taught 
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taught to be otherwiſe. The boy 
reads how DAPHNE was changed in- 
to A LAUREL to avoid a RAPE, when 
he ſhould have been ſtudying the- 
ſubject of puTIEs ; how the cor- 
ruption of the human heart ſhould 
be changed; and that obedience 
to the laws of God and his country, 
is his greateſt honour and felicity. 
It is my purpoſe to act up to this 
opinion, and to be inflexible in 
forming the minds and manners of 
my FEMALE ſcholars, on this plan, 
qualifying them for happineſs in 
both worlds.” 1 | 
She continued, © In regard to 
the different characters diſcovera- 
ble in children, I find the little 

By: 3 MIMIC 
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MIM of wisDoM, one, of the 
moſt DISPLEASING, and, if I may 


uſe the expreſſion, the moſt vol v 


temper. 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
c«c 
cc 
cc 
.cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


I tell them, © No- 
thing is beautiful that is not 
founded in truth. Wispon is 
but another name for viRTut, 
CUNNING for vice. Truth is 
efſential to wiſdom ; falſehood 
is the peculiar attribute of cun- 
ning, for in ſome ſhape or other 


cunning perſons always medi- 


tate deceit: conſequently we 
may ſay, that as wiſdom comes 
from heaven, ' cunning is of 
infernal origin. Nothing can 
make us truly great, or GO, 
or HAPPY, without fincerity of 

L 3 e heart. 
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e heart. No one who is not 
continually endeavouring to be 
« upright, can walk acceptably 
* before 0D. PruDENCE enters 
* into the compoſition of all vir- 
* tues; but cunning is @ coun- 
« terfeit, it is fraudulent, and pu- 
„ npiſhable by scorn, as coiners 
« of falſe money are with DEATH. 
c So far from cunning being a 
1c. proof of a RIGHT MIND, it is 
« obſervable that Ius AxR perſons, 
c vhen they meditate the deepeſt 
* miſchief, exerciſe the moſt cun- 
« ning. In a religious ſenſe, to 
„ be deceitful, and à ro, means 
« the fame thing.” 
Thus I endeavour to exorciſt 
the . 


n 

the evil ſpirit of pzczrT, whenever 
I find it; and, ſhewing my ability 
of difcovering where it lurks, I 
make them aſhamed of attempting 
to deceive me, and they become 
ſenſible that it is their intereſt to 
be MY FRIENDS, on principle. 

On the other hand, you know, 
Sir, that characters compoſed of 
great tenderneſs, ſenſibility, and 
love of truth, require attention alſo; 
not only as ſuch are moſt affect- 
ed by reproof, but that perſons 
of this turn of mind are expoſed 
to danger, when they come into 
the world; and though they ge- 
nerally are the BEST FRIENDS, and, 
being armed with a principle; the 
DIE] L 4 BEST 
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BEST CHRISTIANS, this propenſity 
-often, betrays. Leſs flexible tem- 
pers are attended with greater 
FIRMNESS,. but theſe are ſubject to 
become, ſtubborn, and repugnant 
to the ſweet ſmiles of genuine 
piety ; and That humble deport- 
ment which forms the beauty of 
"H, na character. 

Ff*© The ſtudy of the mode of 
kending the ozikx to the moſt 
advantage, is a part of my pro- 
feſſian. The cap and the wo- 
Max have frequently great affini- 
ty. Thqugh time ripens the judg- 
ment, it ſeldom. changes the TzM- 
Wh region depends on thoſe 
th, whom young . women are 
«A597 IS. placed, 


6-081 

placed; immediately after they 
leave ſchool ; and not leſs on the 
temper, virtue, and agreeableneſs 
of the men into whoſe hands they 
fall, when they marry before they 
have acquired experience to guide 
themſelves. 

« To inſtil a PRINCIPIE is cer- 
tainly neceſſary; for what is this, 
but the love of rRurg, and the 
fear of oo? And is not vourn 
the proper time for this great 
work ?—I conſider my duty as very 
IMPORTANT | 

It is no eaſy taſk to deter- 
mine, when the ozconomy of life 
is ſubverted, which of the ſexes is 


moſt to blame. If xzpucaTION on 
4 J both 
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both fides is deficient, neither can 
be expected to act conſiſtentjy. 
veſted. your ſex with the greater 
power, you are moſt accountable 
for the vsꝝ of it! 

7 In order to diſcipline my 
— SOFTER n children 
are generally inclined to. If by 
this means they spRAK the leſs, 
they THINK the more, and are ſo 
far the gainers. I am ſure their 
paſſions are rendered the more 


tractable by it. '/ Beſides, a low - 


voice, well tuned, is the , moſt 
GRACEFUL, and whale it delights 
the heart, is the beſt calculated to 
o check 


wm „ ww ©& 


L 86 1 
check that kind of y1yacrry which 
is apt to degenerate into VuLoar 
kr. Quickneſs and iraſcibility 
frequently mean the ſame things 
23 CHEARFULNESS, GENTLENESS, and 
POLITENESS are companions. 

I alſo conceive that this me- 
thod helps to range the 1vEeas, and 
promote a better choice of words 
to CLOTHE them in. Manner, in 
the ceconomy of life, acts as a 
HANDMAID to the native or ac- 
quired TURN OF MIND, and im- 
perceptibly glides into HARIT. 
Of this we have a ſtrong proof in 
the behaviour of Quakers, who 
feem remarkable for yaTIENCE and 
government of PASSION, |. ©. 
> . e 1 d 


* 
— = — . 


= 
* Y - — _ —_— -_ - — — — E — — = — 2 2 
=2Y _ . — — * - Bonnet — one th — — — —— 2 — S — — = 
— — — — re COOCOCIOS — —— — — — — — — — — - - * bod — —— 
2 — I DOD En ne > IX” = - ==2X E 2 _ = 2 r — — — — — _ = — — — 
- 7 — . - — — — — 3 > — — = — — > - [4 OS. — — > . --- i +- = © 
T — — a>. y K — =” * — _ — 2 2 _ q 2 „7 Iz — 4 — — 
* * 7 3 — — 2 = —— — > — — — — — — —— —ů — = —— — — > > > — 2 
2 oy df ya — - oY _ = - — — ay — — — — — — — — — 
— — - — - - — 
1 he 


— 


* 9 N 
2K EL 


— — 


— — — EE — — 1 
— — 
—— — 


156 ] 


2 1 do not allow of the uſe of 


CARDSin my houſe; it 1s toochildiſh 
Aa diverſion. Gigs come to ſchool 
to learn to be WOMEN of under- 
ſtanding, and not to be taught 
things uſeleſs to the Exp of living. 
As a paſtime for ſchools, I decry 1 It, 

In the maturity of life, the carp 
TABLE often prevents reading; 
deſpoils the mind of ſentiment; 
eclipſes the brighteſt parts; and 
however warrantable in ſome 
caſes, to promote a ſpecies of ami- 
cable intercourſe, where people 


are ſtrangers to each other, or 


Where SOMETHING is neceſſary to 
be done to keep a FAMILY IN 
©00D-HUMOUR; high play, and the 
. exceſſive 


8 


1 

exceſſive uſe of cards, now become 
the Ton, militate triumphantly: 
againſt true SOCIAL and RELIGIOUS: 
duties. I believe no judicious 
ſchool-maſter ever allows his Boys 
to play at CaRDs, or that they 
ever are the better for sTEALING 
an indulgence in this practice. 
How are c1RLs to be the better 
for it ? Such play, exerciſing their 
paſſions, is it —— of moſt 
rvIL or coop ? A woman game 
ſter is ſo far a difgrace to her 
ſex, let her other virtues be what 
they may: And all women are 
GAMESTERS, Who play during more 
hours, and for more money than 
W R 


c 1 makes 
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» # I make up for the want of 
cards, by pleaſing, inſtructive read- 
ing, and MUSIC, the latter be- 
ing of the moral, ſentimental 
kind, calculated to delight with 
SENSE as well as HARMONY, 
Songs in honour of Bacchus or 
MARS' are not fit for girls; and 
amorous ditties tend to diſho- 
nour virtue. There can be no 
good reaſon for ſuffering That to 
be TaucaT, which they ſhould 
not LEARN : But there is the beſt 
reafon for making muſic, what it 
was in the nr N, the vehicle 

d devotion. Harmony is the en- 
tertainment of angels!” | 

Here I muſt do your old friend 
WL £ | *? the 
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the juſtice to take notice, that F 
was enraptured in hearing ſo many 
young female voices chanting the 
praiſes of God. The conſidera- 
tion of their innocence, rendered 
them an ANGELIC choir! This is 
an improvement fince your ſchool- 
days: were you now to exerciſe 
your hand and voice, ſo bleſt 
with fkill and harmony, in concert 
with them, I am perſuaded you 
would receive the higheft —__ 
imaginable ! 

Mrs. —— —— * Yow 
hear theſe young ladies play and 
ing with propriety to the honour 
of their maker. They xzap with 
the ſame exactneſs, and the ſame 


view 


© 4233 
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view to virtue. I make a point 
of their being well inſtructed in 
their MOTHER TONGUE: ſome learn 
FRENCH, becauſe their parents will 
have it ſo, but many are better 
without it. | 
% My maſters for wriTixG, 
ARITHMETIC,” DRAWING, and GE0- 
GRAPHY, are all able in their way; 
and from a habit of attention to 
their conduct, I know when they 
do their duty. 

i I have alſo a good paxcinc- 
MASTER, and theſe young ladies 
are graceful in their carriage, and 
dance minuets incomparably well. 
I eſteem couxv TRY DAxcxs as fit 
only for PEASANTS, and the mo- 

KS | dern 


N rr „ 
o _ .* 


Ct all 1 
dern FRENCH dances, fit for the 
FRENCH, or for any body who 
pretends only to a ſmall ſhare. of 


delicacy. I know. that what I am 
ſaying condenms ME, or the AGE 
we live in; I ſubmit the deciſion 
to the xvxxrs of theſe times I If 
my young ladies wILL learn ſuch 
dances, 1t cannot be in my ſchool. 
I will have no ſhare in this dan- 
gerous, abſurd, unneceſſary trial, 
whether their native modeſty ſhall 
be tainted or not. . 

« I have an ASSISTANT, a po- 
lite ſenſible woman, ingenious 
with her needle, and underſtand- 
Ing in many. branches. I pay her 
well, and we both act on PriN- 

Vol. II. M CIPLE ; 
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erPLE ; whether we become kren 
or not, is not the queſtion. 

I put fuch books only into 
the hands of my pupils as I think 
they will profit by. Judicious 
abridgments of interefting hiſto- 
ry : The beauties of the Spectators, 
T atlers, and Guardians *, and ſuch 
parts of the Sacred Writings as they 
can comprehend. 

« Contrary to modern cuftom, 
I recommend fome of the com- 
poſitions of our divines; I mean 
SERMONS, replete with good 
ſenſe, as well as piety, and cal- 
culated to ExRICH the mind with | 
treaſures of knowledge for this 


"y 2 Vols. Iz mo. . 
life, 
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life, as a prelude to zTzRNITY ! 

I allow of no novels, nor the Au- 
zie vous ſtuff contained in news- 
PAPERS. When great NATIONAL 
events are authenticated, I inform 
them, guarding them againſt dan- 
gerous impreſſions from DEFAMA-= 
TION, party madneſs, POLITICAL 
Liss, and infernal miſrepreſenta- 
tions: and not to expect a PURITY 
in POLITICAL matters, hardly to 
be found any where. 


« While they learn the 2 


RELATIVE DUTIEZS of life, and how 
FAMILIES ought to be governed; 
I remind them that a portion of 
the gifts they receive from the 
n of Providence, muſt be 

M 2 laid 
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laid out to advantage, which is 
beſt done in the care of the poor, 
and thoſe whom the events of life 


have rendered wretched, of whom 


I charge them, if they mean to 
ſeek the bleſſings of heaven, never 
to loſe ſight. 

« I teach them to avoid, with 
' equal care, LEVITY and FALSE RE- 
SERVE ; and that CHEARFULNESS is 


more valuable than Mix TH. Thus 


while they converſe with freedom 
on ſubjects they underſtand, they 
contract no habit of ArrECTATTON, 


but, ſupporting the female cha- 


racter with dignity and amiable 
ſimplicity, advance the quicker in 


uſeful knowledge. For this pur- 
poſe 


— — — — — n 3 
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poſe I point out to them the folly 
of the TIMEs, and that as ſurely as 
they adopt the Ton, whatever 
their rixx friends may pretend, the 
GRACES Will be no longer con- 
nected with them; nor will thoſe 
nice ſenſibilities which render us 
the objects of the mercies of God, 
and the delight of the human race, 
dwell in their hearts, 

« Thus they go into the world 
with ſome ſuſpicions, that EvxRx 
THING they will find there is not 
quite as it ſhould be; and by this 
means they are the leſs ſubject to 
take the impreſſion of the folly, 
or become dupes to the diſſi- 
pation, with which this period 
M 3 of 
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of our hiſtory is ſo horribly ſtain- 
ed. 
I prove that when; they 
hve .in wealth or indigence, the 
fame God governs the earth, and 
that a ſober coLLECTED mind, is 
effential to virtue and religion, 
and the more pleaſing every opt 
of living, claſhing with soBz1zTy 
and coop manners, the more 
dangerous it is. 
I talk to them as occaſions 
offer, with diſcretion, not re- 
ſerve, treating them as if they 
were WOMEN grown. It is the 
language we hold, and the ex- | 
ample we ſhew, that forms the 
heroine or the ſaint, the wo- 
8 man 
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man of underſtanding or the af- 
ſected ſilly creature, and brings 
forward the young. All our youth 
are in one ſenſe FORWARD, but not 
all abounding in ſenſe and wiſ- 
dom. When the mind is in its 
moſt poelLE ſtate, it may be then 
moſt enlarged, and true princi- 
ples adopted. | a 

c J tell them, © It is ſome- 
times a little difficult to draw 
« the line, where DISSIPATION be- 
« gins; but if you PREFER amuſe- 
« ment to duty, either to cop or 
* MAN, and diſreliſh- fobriety and: 
«© a COLLECTED. habit of mind, 
you may be ſure the diſeaſe of 
* BISSIPATION has ſeized your 

M 4. « hearts. 


. 
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ce hearts. Common sExsE diſtin- 
“ guiſhes where the line ſhould be 
« drawn. But, MY DEAR CHIL- 
© DREN, be cautious of your ſteps, 
© for I am ſorry to be obliged to 
© inform you, nothing is ſo com- 
© mon as for rasHION and com- 
© MON SENSE-to be at war with 
cc eachother.” | 
I frequently take occaſion to 
rivet the opinion, that running in 
debt is a very impolitic and diſ- 
honourable practice, ſaying, Peo- 
« ple of the largeſt fortunes are 
* often guilty of this abomina- 
<« ble TRIck, the folly of which 
ce is moſt apparent, as they pay 
© an enormous price, or have the 
ce worle 


1 


1 a If 


* worſe commodity; and when 
“ they CANNOT, or WILL not pay 


cc 


their debts, theſe, according to 


* their magnitude, are the fore- 


«c 


cc 


cc 


runners of ruin to both DEBTOR 
and cREDITOR. There is alſo 
another circumſtance attending 


© it, not leſs intereſting :—When 
people of ſentiment are in debt, 
their minds are in diſtreſs till 


they pay: the reaſon is plain: 
they are conſcious of FoLLY, 
and that _y injure others by 
not paying.“ 

« My young pupils, as you 


may imagine, Sir, can with diffi- 
culty comprehend how any thing 
that is the FASHION can be wo; 


bu 
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but I aſſure them, from almoſt 
daily experience, that all cuſtoms 
and manners, not founded in rea- 
ſon and religion, are the law 
of fools; and I point out to them, 
from LIviING EXAMPLES, how fatal 
the conſequences are. 

<« I keep their DRESS as modeſt 
and ſimple as their parents allow 
me to do, in order to prevent 
PRIDE and ENVY from entering my 
doors :—And to ſhew my contempt 
of the vanity of cogTLy attire, I 
talk to this effect: Count the 
© expence, and you will diſcover 
© how much more CHARITABLE 
« ſhe may be, who ſpends no 
* more than is neceſſary and pro- 


cc per 


* 1 
« per to her condition, than ſhe 
« who crouds her wardrobe with 
« the furniture of a MANTVa-MA- 
«KER'S and a MILLINER'S SHOP, 
c and while ſhe fills her heart 
«© with vanity, leaves no room for 
« the moſt uſeful knowledge : and, 
« ſeeing what unnumbered miſe- 
« ries' there are in the world, 
« which call aloud for ſuccour, 
« ſhe who ſpends all the money 
* ſhe can procure, or too great a 
“portion of it, in the decoration 
te of her perſon, offers more ho- 
«© mage to her own charms, than 
ce to the Gap that made her. Be 
te affured that moderation in ex- 
«< pence, with regard to DRESS, 
« has 
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te has a great affinity with on- 
ce Krrr and CHRISTIAN humility, 
ee which are the glories of human 
E nature! She who is fond of ad- 
e miration, is generally fond of 
ee Areſs, and therefore expoſed to 
& danger, with reſpect to her body 
cc and mind. 

=: requires ade ang to 
1 « diſtinguiſh the REDUNDANT 
© from the GRACEFUL, SIMPLE 
“ and ELEGANT, avoiding all 
© FLAUNTING Or . GAUDY appa- 
© rel. Great labour, much art, 
© and much time are employed, 
ce in theſe days, in decorating the 
ce outſide of a woMan's HEAD, 
© and it is one of the chief rea- 
. r 
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, ſons why ſo many female heads 
« are ill furniſhed. She who is 
« beſt able to dreſs her own head, 
« Jet her condition be what it may, 
« and ſpends the leaſt time about 

« jt, yet appears DECENT and 
* ELEGANT, Promiſes faireſt to 
© be a woman of ſuperior under- 
« ſtanding, the beſt susJzcT, the 
« beſt cHRISTIAN, and the moſt 
ce charming COMPANION, whether 
« as a daughter, a friend, or a wife. 
« The reaſon is ſelf-evident : her 
© thoughts ſoar higher than her 
© HEAD-DRESS : ſhe knows that 
« any poor ſilly creature, whoſe 
« ſoul is bent on ourwaARD deco- 
« ration, may perchance us, or 
© even INVENT a more laviſh or- 
« nament 
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et nament than ſhe can. Women 
« ſeem to fink in character, under 
ce the cumberſome, mconvenient, 
* uncleanly part of their head- 
© dreſs. 

« While Igwe you my thoughts 
tc of the blemiſhes and faults of 
« others, I beg you will remem- 
« ber, that not only jus rie and 
«© MERCY, but alſo compPasston, 
* are eſſential properties of our 
te religion, and in all cafes muſt 
te be exerciſed. You may com- 

te paſſionate what you caxxOr 
* correct, and ſo far draw good 
e to yourſelves.” | 
e Thus I diſcourſe, pointing 

out the affinity between PROPER 


dreſs and 600D manners; as true 
5 POLITICS 


POLITICS and TRUE RELIGTON 
are in cloſe alliance: And that 
we may judge of the ſtate of a 
woman's mind, by her dreſs ; as 
we do of the weather, by the BA- 
ROMETER, | 

“Perhaps, Sir ——, you will 
agree with me, when I ſay, I con- 
fider my countrywomen as more 
cleanly in perſon, and more chaſte 
in mind, than any other in the 
world ; at the ſame time I think 
them as great devotees to FASHION, 
as the moſt verfatile beings, the 
FRENCH were ever repreſented, or 
as you can conceive to exiſt ; and 
I will be bold to add, that fome 


faſhions are xo proofs of MopzsTY. 
Not 
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Not many years ſince, nothing 
would content us, but we muſt 
ſhew our Bosoms naked, and even 
our ſhoulders; which diſguiſed the 
perſon by the ambiguity, whether 
we meant to go naked or ngt. 
This was too groſs to be long to- 
lerated ! Then we ſhewed' the 
lower part of our perſons, by a 
public exhibition of half the LEO. 
This was at length diſcovered not 
to be QUITE MODEST, eſpecially as 
it had been the invariable practice 
of profeſſed harlots to do the very 
fame thing. Now we have taken 
a agraver and more ſuperb turn; we 
even cover our feet, and we add a 


| LONG TRAIN, like PRINCESSES, who 
have 


17 ] 
have TRAIN-BEARERS. In a ſliort 
time, I ſuppoſe, men will be again 
amuſed with the Boson or the 
LEG. May we not ſay, with a lit? 
tle change of words from the 


POET, , 


6 1 1 we. 

« Were ye, YE FAIR, but cautious now 

- 4 * : ” 
"YE CHANGE, 


„ Did you but know how-$1LLY FANC1ES. 


K RANGE, 
“go many of your ſex would not be vain, 
„Nor of YourssLves, nor PERJUR'D 
u complain!“ | 


© 'T. muſt appeal to you, Sir 
——, if it is in the human heart 
for many a man to avoid sv 
or THINKING, © YESTERDAY-I 
* took my wife, (my ſiſter or my 

Vol. II. N ( daughter) 


1 
2 
4 
. 
4 1 
V1 
MY | 
1 
5 
70 * 
1 : 
* 
LS) 
14 i 
- 
' 34 
v; 
} 
: 1 
+ nn 
1 
* 
12 
19 
4 314 
144 
1 1 
' 
ier 
* 
#- { 
1 
ty 
36.77) 
1 \ 
8:1 
N. 
* 
| 1 4 
! 
75 
| 15 
' - 
4 
: 1 
1 
o 


—.. —ꝛ—v—v—v— —— — — 
> - 1 — — 2 — > 


— — —— 
.- L 
+ © 9 5 3 . « 
N 2 * . - = 
— — — = 
_— — 


— 2 ̃ — 


— 


— — — 


” — — —— 
— 


— — — . ͤ——ä— „wm 
— — — —ͤ—ũͤ — em———_——_——_— 
< 4 * K 2 
— +. % 5 


h— 


us ] 

daughter) for one of the moſt 
«. pure and accompliſned creatures 
on the earth. To- day her ap- 
E. parel beſpeaks a change in her 
mind which ſhocks me. Is her 
« heart perverted? Are her eyes 
e turned from heaven ?—No: I 
« have no reaſon to ſuſpect any 
other evil, than that ſhe is a 
« SILLY woman, conforming to 
« any thing that other ſilly wo- 
« men do, and calling it the ra- 
mon.“ 

I will go farther : What ſecu⸗ 
rity can there be for conJucal 
LOVE, when Fancy is allowed to 
roam, and create ſuch a verſatility 
in the outward form? If accord- 

* ing 


21 
ing to the wiſe man, ſpeaking of 
2 COXCOMB,. © By his gait you 
« ſhall know him ;* Will it not 
be ſaid of a woman, By her DRRss 
you ſhall know her? And how 
often does it happen in MARRIAGE, 
that the parties know too much of 
each other's expence and folly ? 
And is not this the cauſe why ſo 
many remain in a ſtate of celibacy ? 

« I tell my pvuertLs, © It is not 

« a ſet of features, nor the TIN c- 
« TRE of the ſkin, more than 
« the coLouR of the gown, which 
can ſubdue the heart, that is 
«© worth winning; and there muſt 
be fomething more to KEEP it 
* when it is won, Though theſe 
N 2 ce often 
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* often ſtrike the fancies of men, 
c it is KNOWLEDGE, :GRACEFUL 
c CHEARFULNESS, AMIABLE SIM- 
© PLICITY, and thoſe pious an- 
C GgeLIcal ſmiles, which flow 
«.from purity of thought, and 
“ ſincerity-of affection in the con- 
te jugal ſtate, which render it 
© HAPPY, Theſe muſt ſecure the 
& man of $znsE; and a FOOL can 
te never pleaſe a woman of under- 
ce ſtanding.” 
To this I add,“ Cultivate c00D- 
© NATURE and GOOD - HUMOUR ; 
* ſhe who is not careful to ſup- 
% preſs the untoward ſentiments, 
© which even a HEAD-ACH or 4 
& lowering ſky ſometimes create 
« in 


* 


1 
in the human breaſt, muſt ex- 


*« pect her portion of miszry, III- 


« humour is one of the moſt con- 
e tagious diſtempers which affects 
* the ſoul. The cauſe will pro- 
t duce its effect: and ſelf-flattery, 
© or the accuſation of oTHERs, 
« ſerves only to aggravate the 
© evil. 

« Tell your griefs, if you ars 
“not aſhamed of them: and if 


© you are, it were ſometimes the 


« ſafer fide, that concealment may 
tt not rankle at your heart to diſ- 
« temper your blood—or poiſon 
« your mind, when the balm of An- 
« VICE might heal it. But if you 
are watchful of your affections, 
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ce an baniſh all fooliſh fancies, 
te you will rejoice with ſerenity, 
* or mourn with dignity, in the 
te humble, moderate ſpirit of a 
ec CHRISTIAN.” 

To this detail of her good ad- 
vice and rules of conduct, I re- 
plied, © Mapa, I think the pa- 
« rents of your pupils are much 
© in your debt for your pious care 
« and judicious attention : but 
ce give me leave to obſerve, that 
* your OECONOMY is fo much ſu- 
ce perior to the rox, you hazard 
* the being 8 VISIONARY or 
e FANATICAL,” 

She ſmiled, and anſwered, Your 
remark, Sir, is fend and judi- 

cious. 
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cious. It is more than poſlible 
there may be ſome people Wax 
enough, and ſome wicked enough 
to miſconſtrue or miſrepreſent my 
principles and conduct. But I am 
perſuaded, Sir —— yoo would 
not recommend any relaxation of 
That diſcipline, which exPzRIENCE 
proves to be SALUTARY, and T will 
venture to tell you, GRATEFUL to 
my pupils. The method I take 
gives them underſtanding to diſ- 
cern, that I have no paſſion nor 
intereſt foreign to theirs ; but ra- 
ther, as I give proof, that I love 
them as My OWN CHILDREN, I 
would lead them to the happineſs 
of both worlds, by the moſt yLEA- 
N 4 SANT, 
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SANT, being at the ſame. time 
the $artsT road. Do you fee 
here any mournful countenance ?— 
I never talk of perdition for ſmel- 
ling at a Ros: and though an 
exceſs of laughter is no proof of 
a ſtrong underſtanding, I do not 
therefore eſteem it RIM NAL. I 
expect no perfection beyond what 
REASON and EXPERIENCE Warrant, in 
conſequence of SOBER GOOD RULES 
OF LIFE: and thoſe rules obſervedon 
CHRISTIAN principles, I apprehend 
the heart will exult with the higher 
Joy, in the profpect of the Happi- 
Ness of THIS WORLD, and of that 
which is to come. bo 

The more in EARNEST we are, 
the 
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the more will joy reign in our bo- 
ſoms. As 1 receive Pay for teach- 
ing theſe young ladies how to act 
like RIS TIANSs, as well as to 
qualify them to behave like good 
ſubjects, in their reſpective ranks, 
and promote the happineſs of their 
country, I am determined to act 
. IN EARNEST, becauſe I AM ſo paid: 
and I wiLL perſevere, becauſe I 
know that I am accountable to 
GOD, the PARENTS of theſe cniL- 
'DREN, and the children them- 
ſelves.” 11 | 
I heard her with the cloſeſt at- 
tention, and the higheſt ſatisfac- 
tion; for indeed every feature of 
theſe young ladies ſeemed to wear 
the 
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the moſt perfect crtapnesss of 
heart, and contradicted the impu- 
tation I ſuppoſed her ſubject to, 
from the caprice and impiety of 
the times. 

Though I am not in general an 
advocate for scxo0L-education for 
young ladies of diſtinction, yet if 
all scnoot-misTRESSES were to 
act their part with the ſame zeal 
and underſtanding as Mrs, —— 
gives ſuch proof of, I am per- 
fuaded thouſands of women would 


ſtand a much fairer chance of ſuc- 
ceeding, as candidates for TEMPo- 
RAL and IMMORTAL GLORY, than 
they do in the hands of moſt Mo- 
DERN FASHIONABLE PARENTS» 

1 Our 


1 0 7 
Our converſation did not end 
here, but I muſt end my letter, or 
it will be too long. You ſhall 
have the ſequel in my next; it is 
worthy of your attention. FaRE- 
WELL, | I am, 


Your true friend, 


and ſervant, 


June 17, 171. 
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LETTER XVL 


DRAR Lapy ——. 


OUR. good and amiable friend 

continued, One of the 
Grzrk poets, I am told, com- 
pares EDUCATION to a fickle and a 
hand, as it cuts down the vicx, 
and plants virTus. WI muſt 
plant the fear of God, before we 
can cut down DISSIPATION, PRIDE, 
VYOLUPTUOUSNESS,. and the perni- 
cious ſuckers that ſurround them. 
As CHRISTIANS, we mult learn to 


glory 


* 0 
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glory in the name of chRISTr, re- 
membering him in the way he 
hath commanded. What think 
you, Sir, of the vEOL Er of the 
SUPPER OF OUR LORD ?—Is it not 
one of the principal cauſes of the 
many calamities we-SEz and FEEL? 
If vanity, noiſe, and feſtivity, ge- 
nerally take the lead, how can our 
MODEST HUMBLE RELIGION find 
countenance?” | 


Here I could not avoid calling 


to mind the fentiments of Lady 
——, your good aunt; and how 
the thoughts of people of under- 
ſtanding and piety chime together 

on the ſame ſubject. 
Mrs, —— proceeded, © I would 
gladly 
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gladly obtain leave, and I intend 
to aſk the favour of the miniſter 
of my pariſh, for every young la- 
dy in my ſchool, being turned of 
THIRTEEN years of age, and hav- 
ing learnt the church catechiſm 
with attention, and giving proof 
that ſhe comPREHENDs the ſacra- 
ment of our Lord's ſupper, as a 
commemorative ſacrifice, to re- 
main in church rox once during 
the celebration, that ſeeing the 
ſimplicity of this duty, ſhe may 
think of it familiarly, and deſire 
to be admitted to the honour of 
partaking of this heavenly ban- 
quet. When they complete rir- 
TEEN nan, every one ſhould be 
invited. 


EE 
invited to renew her baptiſmal 
vow at the altar. And if ſhe 
has COMMON SENSE, and is in 
charity. with mankind, which 1s 
ealily ſuppoſed, what ſhould hin- 
der it? This is the way not only 
to keep young perſons in ſuch 
CHARITY, but to nip all evil pro- 
penſities in their bud, and prepare 
them early to be good ſubjects on 
earth, and fit them for heaven. 

Indeed, Sir 
wanted to give the YounG and the 
AGED, the gentle and imple, right 
impreſſions of their RELIGION, 
How are we to AMEND unleſs we 
REPENT ? And how, being CHR1S- 
TIANS, can We repent, unleſs we 
obey 


————— 


„ much is 


. 
obey the commands of cnrirsT in 
REMEMBERING of him? 
Were we to drop our reli- 
gion, and adopt the principles of 
GOOD HEATHENS, the DISSIPATION 
of the higher claſſes, and the pro- 
fligacy of the lower, would claſh 
with thoſe principles. The wor- 
| ſhippers of falſe Gods, might now 
call us unPRINCIPLED. I make 
no compariſons: other nations 
may be as bad, or worſe : but are 
wE to expect a MIRACLE will be 
wrought for our amendment ; or 
wait to be ſconrged for: our of- 
fences? We may lull ourſelves 
into a contempt of ADMONITION, 
glorying in our ſtrength as a na- 
WV tion, 
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tion; but we cannot do it with 
IMPUNITY,” MT 

Being ſo agreeably entertained 
by her logical manner of talk- 
ing, I could with great pleaſure 
have heard her ſentiments on RE- 
FORMATION in general; but my 
object was the oxconomy of her 
own little principality, and innocent 


ſubjects: I therefore begged to be 


informed how ſhe kept the atten- 


tion of ſuch young perſons awake, 


during the time the divine ſervice 
was performed. 

She replied, I do the beſt I 
can for that purpoſe, I tell them, 
« Do your uTMosT, on this ſo- 


tc lemn occaſion, to forget that 
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ee there is any thing in the world 
ce but God and your own ſouls. 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 
cc 
« 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


1% 


I had rather ſee a ManomeTan 
in his Mos, proſtrate him- 
ſelf in ſilence before God, than 
hear prayers uttered in the name 
of the true prophet, RRS, 
the Saviour of the world, with- 
out attention. When you ſpeak 
to ME, a poor mortal as I am, 
you THINK that you are ſpeak- 
ing to me, and from reſpect for 
me, you know what you fay. 
Would you addreſs the Lord 
of heaven and earth, and not 
attend to what you are about ? 


© Look up to heaven, or in your 
* book, conſidering the meaning 
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of the words you utter, and be 
blind to all other objects. You 
know that the Almighty com- 
paſſes all nature as with a belt, 
beholding all the Acrioxs, and 
knowing all the THOV HTS of 
the children of men! Keep your 
minds fixed, and the rays of 
his mercy will enlighten your 
hearts. Conſider that you are 
preparing for the hour when the 
breath of your noſtrils will va- 
niſh, and all your thoughts will 
ceaſe !—You will be then num- 
bered with the inhabitants of 
the grave! But the ſoul is 1M- 
MORTAL ; CHRIST hath aſſured 
us that it is ſo. What then 1s 

O 2 © THIS 
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THIS WORLD but a ſcene for the 
trial of virtue, and a prepara- 
tive for that 1MMORTAL ſtate ? 
Can we live too watchful of 
our ways? We muſt pray con- 
tinually in all our TROUBLES 
and our Joys, doing our duty, 
and putting our whole truſt and 
confidence in the divine mercy. 
You know that the condition 
of that mercy is OBEDIENCE, 
and that confidence in God, 
without obedience, is a FooL's 
PARADISE, It is hope ill found- 
Ed. 
« J then harangue them on 


the great importance of PRAYER, 
and I uſe a prayer for ATTENTION 


k | tO 
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to this duty. I tell them, © Prayer 
« jg as natural to the mind of man, 
« in regard to his SPIRITUAL 
« wants, as meat and drink to 
© his hunger and thirſt; and as 
ce conſonant to his affections, as 
© the hatred of vice and the love 
c of vikrus. What does REa- 
* gon dictate when we are con- 
cc ſcious of offence ? If we believe 
« in a coD, do we not implore 
c his FORGIVENESS; and How are 
« we to do this without the help 
te of PRAYER ? But prayer muſt be 
« fervent and ſincere, or it will turn 
« aſkant from heaven! 

4“ Gob is in heaven, and you 
« upon earth, therefore ſtand in 
O 3 ce awe, 


. 
+ 
4% 
* 
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« awe, and offer up your REAN TS 
<* as 4 LIVING SACRIFICE ! Forget 
« not that the circumſtance, moſt 
« joyful to all human beings, is 
« that they live under the eye 
and protection of one common. 
« father, in whole: ſacred houſe 
« you worſhip. He is compal- 
c ſionate, full of kindneſs, and 
*« unwilling that any of us ſhould 
«« periſh; but as a jusr op, 
% powerful to puniſh, he wiLL be 
e 'OQBEYED. H demands the tri- 
« bute of your hearts, and you 
«© muſt pay it. You come to his. 
« holy temple with that deſign. 
< Parade and noiſe, drefs, flutter, 
and amuſement, have a tenden- 
* « cy 


* 
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« cy to make us forget our 
© PRAYERS. Beware, MY DEAR 
© CHILDREN ! Thoſe who are im- 
* moderately fond of ſuch things, 
« are tempted to ſtray much in 
te thought. If your FSH on- 
« JECT were not intercourſe with 
« God in prayer, and the hope of 
e the joys he has promiſed to thoſe 
© who love and obey him, you 
e would not be in the right way; 
« and if you were not in the right 
c way Now,. you would probably 
« be in a wrong one the remainder 
te of your lives. You ſee of what 
c yaſt conſequence it 1s to let my 
© words take root in your good 
“ and. tender hearts, while they 
Q- 4 . 1. 


FE 


« are good and tender. And be 
« aſſured of this: if you are col- 
elected and attentive to the great 
tc duty of prayer, and find it pleaſ- 
ce ing, it will be one of the moſt 
ce certain proofs to your own 
« minds, that you are in a happy 
<« ſtate, let the world go as it 

% may!” 
te That they may aPPLy this doc- 
trine to LIFE and MANNERS, and 
improve their REASON and FAITH, 
I give them this ſalutary advice. 
* Take care, my dear daughters, 
© on every occaſion, that you 
ce keep TRUTH and JusTICE before 
ce your eyes! Startle at FALS$EH00D 
< as you would at ſeeing one who 
«© came 


A 


E 


* came to murder you. Learn 
« to be ſilent where ſpeech is 
© dangerous or unſafe; on ſuch 
« occaſions, act as if you were 
e DUMB and deaf. Thus you will 
ce not be conſtrained to ſpeak a 
© FALSEHOOD, nor diſcover a 
© TRUTH, if perchance, for 600D 
«© and weighty reaſons, it ought to 
« be concealed: and this is the 
« eaſieſt method to avoid falſehood. 
« As you worſhip the cop or 
© TRUTH, TRUTH will return into 
« your, boſoms, as the object 
« deareſt to your hearts! Love 
« TRUTH, for God is Love and 
c TRUTH !” 

I was much pleaſed with her diſ- 
courſe, 
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courſe, and wiſhing to know * 
1 enquired further. 

e Perhaps, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, © You 
will not ſee any impropriety in my 
BEGINNING my devotion with a 
declaration of the cyrIsTIAn creed, 
as the FoundaTION of our wor- 
ſhip; I mean on occaſions when 
the weather is ſo rude as to keep 
my pupils at home on the Sab- 
bath-day, which rarely happens. 
In general I uſe ſhort prayers, and 
ene of them conſtantly is for a 
HAPPY DEATH. 

« We aſſemble beers break- 
faſt for six or skvxx minutes; 
and before ſupper for roux or 


FIVE, I require my prayers to be 
ſo 


n 

ſo awfully uttered that the heart 
ſhall hardly fail of accompanying 
the words, preferring one minute's 
DEVOTION, to any length of time 
merely SAYING OF PRAYERS.. 

ce As. to the coop old cuſtom 
of FAMILY PRAYER, in theſe days, 
it is practiſed, I fear, in few places 
except SCHOOLS; and what we 
generally find there, is childiſhly 
performed, or our pupils would 
not ſo eaſily give it up when 
themſelves become miſtreſſes of 
families. 

« Many are fo loſt to a ſenſe of 
religion, they not only neglect. 
FAMILY-PRAYER, but really think 


it EXTRANEQUS, Not expecting it 
will 
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will be the good fortune of my 
pupils to be in families where this 
cuſtom is obſerved, I am the more 
ſolicitous that they ſtrictly attend 
to their CHAMBER DEVOTION, which 
I truſt they never will neglect. 

«© For this purpoſe the words 
and ſentiments I teach are MANL, 
ſuch as elevate the mind, and may 
ſerve them, at that advanced pe- 
riod, when few modern chRfs- 
TIANS learn new forms; and fewer 
ſtill are capable of digeſting ex- 
preſſions, properly ſuited to their 
condition, without the help of 
ſome pious compoſition. 

© I proceed a ſtep further: to 
ſecure the more effectually the 
HABIT 


„ 
HABIT OF DEVOTION, my GRACE 
at meals is a ſhort prayer. GRACE 
means prayer, or I know not what 
it means. To uſe ſuch a pau- 
city of words, and ſuch a poverty 
of expreſſion, as renders it next 
to impoſſible to coLLEcT our 
thoughts, in any manner fit. to be 
offered at the throne of God, 
when we implore a BLESSING ; im- 
plies an ABSURDITY in ſaying any 


grace, But I obſerve that thoſe 


are generally the moſt careleſs 
livers, who fit down to table with- 
out a ſingle word relating to the 

great GIVER and ſupporter of life. 
« Contrary to common prac- 
tice, I require of my pupils to 
| ſay 


—— — — 


rr r 2 — 


— — — — —— 
— 


— — 


> 
= — — 


2 © 


— AY CCXxTTTT ST 


== <a rr 8 


— 


— — 


* 


[ 208 ] 
Tay GRACE at BREAKFAST: they do 


this in ScoTLAND. If we think it 
a duty to offer an xJacuLaTory 


' PRAYER at one meal, why not at 


nee * 
1 éçaſked her what wogps ſhe 
uſed on ſuch occaſions? 

She anſwered with that good 
ſenſe and piety which marks her 
character, but not without a "ſhort r 


pauſe, according to her uſual prac- 


rice, when ſhe repeats the n name of 
the Most men: 

O Lord God Almighty, beneficent 
father of angels and men, ſupply, we 
beſeech thee, the neceſſities of all our 
fellow-creatures, and inſpire out 
hearts with gratitude for all thy 

mercies 
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mercies to us, for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Redeemer ! 

She proceeded, © You will pleaſe 
to obſerve that this 6Race-PRAYER, 
well uttered, requires near HALF A 
MINUTE; and you, to whom pious 
ſentiments are not irkſome, will 
judge of it. If you ſhould be 
told that I uſe a grace half an 
hour long, you may rectify the 
miſtake. You, Sir who are 
acquainted with the hiftory of your 
country, know that our tempers 
lead us into ExTREMEs. We are 
apt to be violently pious, or vio- 
lently 1Mprous, In the laſt cen- 
tury HYPOCRISY and FANATICISM 


brought us to the verge of a total 
3 loſs 
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loſs of our pure RELIGION and li- 
berty. Our preſent danger is from 
conſummate preſumption and nzc- 
LIGENCE, ſupported by PUERILE 
DISSIPATION and UNMANLY vo- 
LUPTUOUSNESS. 

% CHRISTIANITY has in all ages 

required more than a LUKEWARM 
attention to keep its profeſſors in 
the true path of duty to cop and 
their counTRY. Our modern 
lukewarmneſs, our refined igno- 
rance, our irreligious ſtupidity, 
ſeem to be pregnant with deſtruc- 
tion to us in both worlds ! But let 
us hope for amendment. 
The word of God and prayer I 
. conſider as inſeparably united, 
| becauſe 
: 1 
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becauſe his commandments require 
that we worsniPp him with the 
HEART, the TONGUE, and by our 
ACTIONS. 85 

© The parts of the Scriptures 
which I recommend to my pupils, 
they read repeatedly, till I am mo- 
rally certain, they underſtand and 


RELISH the matter; and leara a 


principle and rule of life. 
To make the impreſſion the 


deeper, I introduce our moſt ele- 


gant and judicious divines, many 
of whoſe ſermons are the fineſt com- 
poſitions, next to the Scriptures. 

e If any young lady has a bet- 
ter ear, or a quicker comprehen- 
ſion than another, I ſet her up 

Yor. II. P a8 
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as a pattern; taking care that thoſe 
wh are of à very tender frame, 
ſhall not read much aloud, nor ſing, 
as ſome of the vivacious are in- 
clined to do, though their tender 
ftrings of life are eaſily cut. 

„We all know that rFamitiar 
difcourſe conſtitutes a conſiderable 
part of the moſt pleaſing, and the 
moſt xATTONAL entertainment of 
Ir r. Gikls, beginning to form 
opinions, are ſometimes heard to 
fay, © Lorp, I can't bear this, or 
that,” 'in allufion to perſons or 
things. I never allow of ſuch 
invocations of the 'DzITyY. I tell 
them, © I am ſorry to hear you 
take the Lonp' s name in vain! 
* : 4 You, 


cc 


ce 


ec 


ec 


FF = 
You, know not what you fay.: 
and let me tell you, there. is a 
greater mixture of FALSE PELIcA- 


© Cy, if not SEVERITY, in your 
cc. 


manner of cenſuring, than of true 
ſentiment. You are not aware 
that you cenſure YOURSELF. The 


truth is, you can bear, and 


ſurely it is. right. and fit. that 
you, who are a CHRISTIAN, 
ſhould bear. Upon the nRISs- 
TIAN plan, ſevere ADVERSITY | 
muſt ſometimes be borne ! But, . 
MY DEAR OL your ſaying, © I 
CAN'T BEAR,” and adding LORD 
to it, denotes IMPATIENCE. . If 
you want PATIENCE, the infir- 
mity is yours, whatever the 

7 « party. 


te 


(c 


(c 


ce 


cc 
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party complained of may be; 
but you apply the expreſſion to 
a trifling occurrence, yet hope 


that neither op nor Man will 
be inexorable to reſent your 
own INFIRMITIES, which per- 


haps are much greater; will 


you not learn to bear thoſe of 
others ? You will ſoon find that 
the world abounds in pride and 
folly, often to the degree of 
wickedneſs: but do not accuſtom 
yourſelf to ſay, 1 can'T BEAR: 
familiarize yourſelf to bearing, 
and ſhew love for your own 
ſoul! PaTrexce ſhines brighter 
in its ſphere than any other 


virtue. The dignity it derives 


10 | cc from 


11 
from the practice of the oA 
FOUNDER of our religion, exalts 
it to heaven! We always ſpeak 
of CHRISTIAN PATIENCE as hav- 
ing the pre-eminence of all that 
HEATHENS could ever boaſt of. 
For the Saviour of mankind, 
wept even for his murderers, 
and ſubmitted to the decrees of 
heaven in a manner too won- 
derful to relate ! 
c Recolle& what I have often 
told you, that fallies of anger, 
and fooliſhneſs. of mind, are 
as common in the MORAL, as 
ſtorms, and immoderate rains, in 
the NATURAL world, If, when 
you are tried—and trial 1s the 

14 condition 
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ee . of life—you cannot 
©, BEAR, how are you to come out 


2. nE ; 


_ 


But you will pleaſe to ob- 
| 0 ſerve, that common civility of- 
ce ten requires of us to BEAR folly 
c or weakneſs in our companions. 
s Cheriſh in your boſom a love 

for all your fellow- creatures; 
© HUMANITY thus exalted, is one 
ce of the choiceſt gifts of heaven: 
cc jt is the milk of human kind- 
<. neſs: it is a ray of glory which 
-«« diffuſes a calmneſs over the 
« whole frame, adminiſtering to 
our chief happineſs. 

Be aſſured, there is no ſuch 
e Being as a TRUE CHRISTIAN, 


a «CC who 


* 


101 

« who cannot BEAR and FOR- 
« EAR! VSMC 

« Remember alfo, that to D1s- 
„ TINGUISH good from evil, is 
« not applying the RuLE. I know 
« ſome people with good judg- 
« ments, and good hearts, yet ſo 
ce reluctant to apply to any thing, 
. © except the purſuit of Auusz- 
« wext, they do not know what 
© to do with any good quality 
« they poſſeſs; ſome being in the 
ce high road to poverty, if not 
« contempt. Conſult how to be 
« ſerviceable to others, and you 
« will become ſo to yourſelf. To 
« ſerve mankind is the moſt ſub- 
| 4 ſtantial pleaſure of life! 
„eine 04 f Yd. 
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In order to cultivate the 
ſeeds of humility and true religion 
in the infant mind, I tell them, 
« Be cautious that no accidental 
1 ſuperiority may wound your 
« better part, the soul. Birth, 
« title, and riches, are pifts of 
« Providence, ſubject to be taken 
« from us by a thouſand accidents, 
« and may be wELL or 1LL em- 
ce ployed: but the endowments of 
« the mind, © ſuch as PEACE, cou- 
« FORT, and PIOUS RESIGNATION, 
© make a part of ourſelves, and 
« are VIRTUES to which HEAVEN 
« js promiſed.” No one was ever 
* ſuch a fool as to imagine viR- 


« 7vz belonged to title or x1cns, 
| « in 


* 
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in any other manner than it be- 
longs to the pooreſt and loweſt 
in condition. If an exalted 
ſtation creates vain-glory, it 
evidently becomes a. PUNISH=- 
MENT. The true rule of con- 
duct preſerves pienITY without 
departing from HuMILITY ; and 
you may be familiar without 
MEANNESS, Or expoſing yourſelf 
to DISRESPECT. There are times 
and places which require more 
than common reſerve; and ſome 
worthleſs perſons are never to be 
treated with familiarity: Butnei- 
ther is PRIDE ever warrantable.” 


She continued, © I cultivate a 


ſpi nr of friendſhip and affection 


among 


1 

among my pupils, founded on 
CHRISTIAN principles, checking as 
much as poſſible all BLIND Ar- 
TACHMENTS, Every thing truly 
lovely, intereſts the heart ; the con- 
trary ſhould make it revolt. I 
tell them, The great author of 
s our religion was uſhered into 
< the world, not only with the 
< praiſes of cop, but with decla- 
'« ration of the moſt. exalted 
**©, 600D-WILL and love towards 
e man. You may be as well 
cc aſſured, that this is the true 
'<« ſource of earthly felicity, as 
© that the. contrary is the cauſe of 
e all the miſeries which fleſh is 
215 Reit to. Upon the ſame prin- 


« ciple, 


ly 
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* ciple, I charge you to ſpeak well 

'« of each other, er be sHENT, 

« except in ſuch caſes as you know 

ce affect my intereſt and burv to- 

«wards you; and that I have a 

* RIGHT to know, and to judge 
ce of the offence. * You may eaſily 
« diſcover, from the ſatisfaction 
* which it affords the heart, that 
eto rejoice in the proſperity of 
«© another, is in effect to par- 
ce take of it. On the contrary, 
« you may feel that zwvy and 
e ILL-NATURE, as even a judicious 
© HEATHEN Writer, has well ob- 
c ſerved, is contrary to the com- 
e mon intereſt of mankind; a 
de PUNISHMENT, no leſs than a 


2 FAULT, 
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* rFAULT, to thoſe that have it: 


cc 


therefore beware of indulging 
any ſentiment that may wound 


« your generoſity, candour, or 


40 


«c 


cc 


cc 


cc 


good-will. If you think none 
are above you, but for their 
VIRTUE, you will not think any 
BELOW you, while they ARE 
vIRTuous. We ought to be 
ready to DiE for viRTus, parti- 
cularly in the perſons of thoſe 
we have reaſon to love, or think 
well of, from affinity, acquaint- 
ance, or connexions. But to 
this end we muſt beware of 
the 1TcyHING EAR and CRUEL 
TONGUE, the HEART that rea- 
dily entertains evil of oTHERs, 

ce but 


. 
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ce but is flow in paſſing ſentence 
© on ITSELF, Theſe cut like a 
© three-edged ſword, wounding 
ce the peace of a family, a city, 
« and a nation; and bring on the 
ce very calamities we fondly ima- 
« gined we meant to prevent.” 

To all this, you will conclude, 
J could not but yield the moſt 
delightful and RAR T aſſent, and 
render the applauſe due to ſenſe 
and virtue, although recommend- 
ed, in ſome particulars, differing 
from the rasHrox and vulgar no- 
tions of theſe times. 

Parents who are not in earneſt 
in regard to religion, may not be 
deſirous to ſend their daughters to 

this 
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this ſchool; but thoſe whoſe minds. 
are deeply impreſſed. with a ſenſe 
of CHRISTIANITY, or even ſuch as 
diſtinguiſh between the. cHarMs 
OF REASON, WITH RELIGION, as op- 
Roſed- to the FoLLIES OF. FASHION, 
will underſtand Mrs. — 58 high 
merit and value, as a true friend 
to oon and her country. 

Your ladyſhip will not think a 
detail, ſo much for the honour of 
your very amiable old friend, in 
any reſpect irkſome. If we had a 
few more ſuch in the two king- 
doms, thoſe who ſearch after wiſ- 
dom as a HIDDEN treaſure, might 
find it. 1305f 

If Your.mind is poſſeſſed with 

1184. a lively. 


mY 
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a-lively ſenſe of the omnipreſence- 


of 60D If you behold him per- 
vading every part of nature, in 
the ſummer's calm, and winter's 
ſtorm, in your own proſperity, or 
adverſity !—If you feel him in your 
HEART, and adore him with KN Ow- 
LEDGE and UNDERSTANDING, in 
' SPIRIT and in TRUTH—then I will 
venture to maintain, that you have 
good pretenſions to the character 


of a wisE and a HAPPY young wo- 


man, diſtinguiſhed among the 
daughters of a TRIFLING. genera- 
tion, which PLays with its own 
PERDITION | 


The influence of your ſex on the 


manners of MEN, might on ſuch 


principles 
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principles reform a capricious, ir- 
religious, PLEaSURE-hunting age 
That You may hve to ſee this 
GREAT EVENT, this IMPORTANT 
CHANGE, for your OWN (SAKE, as 
well as in behalf of our Dax 
COUNTRY, is the moſt gevoue 
prayer of, 8 


Dear Lady ——, | 
_— moſt ſincere friend, 


85 . and true ſervant, 


